
Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) July 2016

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - NO. 1 

�1

Some of us perhaps know the story of the search for local experts 
within the SADC region that did not yield many fruits. We 
understand that the European Union was funding a project for the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) related to 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and had preferred to bring the 
team of experts for the project from Europe. However the SADC 
Secretariat had been adamant, and rightly so, that the consultants 
should be selected from within its 15-member state community. 
The EU therefore reluctantly agreed to let SADC provide the 
expertise. A call for interest was launched and sent out to all 15 
countries concerned. Only 4 people applied and signaled their 
expertise and availability. 4 DRR experts within the SADC region! 

This prompted us to ask the following questions: 

1. Was it the lack of experts in these countries that possibly led 
to only four individuals expressing their interest? 

2. Is it possible that the region indeed has DRR and Climate 
Change Practitioners who did not know about the opportunity 
because they did not have access to the right information 
channels? 

3. Were they perhaps aware but just too busy to avail 
themselves? 

4. Or was it that they lacked the confidence to apply, as a result 
of their unawareness of their own skills? 

The Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction & Emergency 
Management (GIDREM) has therefore been working in at least 10 
SADC countries, providing technical support, research and 
capacity building. We realized that there was certainly a wealth of 
skills, experience and expertise available in the region, including 
emergency experts with some of the best firefighters, search and 
rescue capacity in the world, DRR practitioners, research and 
training experts. We therefore recognized that the challenge was 
not the shortage of skilled individuals but rather the information 
channels available to them. Between March and May 2016, 
GIDREM undertook a tour of these countries and it was clear that 
most of the experts in the region are often not aware of the 
opportunities which present themselves.  

This information sharing gap is a major impediment to the growth 
of DRR, Climate change adaptation (CCA) and Resilience actors in 
the region. But this is not unique to Southern Africa. As one moves 
further north, the information gap grows even wider.  

This is linked to both the cost of communication tools and the 
channels through which information is disseminated. Most 
important job opportunities are disseminated newspapers which 
often are not accessible to many. Many DRR practitioners on the 
continent may have expertise in WASH, hydrology, emergency 
rescue, meteorology and other related fields, but often, they work 
in some of the most remote areas of the continent and hardly have 
access to affordable and readily available sources of information 
including print and electronic media.

We are convinced therefore that if only 4 people had applied for the 
SADC consultancy, it is largely because the majority was not even 
aware of the opportunity that was available to them. This lack of 
awareness and access to channels of communication had 
therefore seen a shortage of continental expertise vying for 
opportunities and in their stead an increasing number of overseas 
experts coming to take up consultancies. 

GIDREM had set out trying to establish a platform that would 
enable DRR, Resilience, CCA and humanitarian experts to share 
information, best practices and opportunities that could be useful to 
their peers. This saw the establishment of Disaster Management 
Connect (DIMA Connect), an online platform that connects African 
experts, as well as non-Africans who have an African experience. 
The initial platform was web-based and was not very successful. 
For the first three months, GIDREM in partnership with Indigo 
media had only managed to get 60 people to sign up. However, 
with the growth in the number of people who make use of 
smartphones and access instant social media, there was a better 
easier chance of reaching them. A DIMA Connect Whatsapp 
group was setup and, within 3 days, membership was at 55 and is 
expected to grow even more within the next year. 

In addition to instant messaging, GIDREM is also introducing its 
monthly newsletter which will allow practitioners to share their 
experiences as well as get the opportunity to publish and get their 
work to be known. We therefore welcome you to the first edition of 
the newsletter and hope that subsequent editions will see a flurry of 
contributions from actors from across the African continent and 
beyond. A special invitation is also extended to those ‘Africans’ who 
may be from other continents but have their best interest of Africa 
at heart. Welcome to disaster management connect and hopefully 
when the next consultancy is published, we expect to see a 
tsunami of applications from all over. 

EDITORIAL: Disaster risk reduction, Climate change adaptation and 
Resilience: Are there any African experts?  

By Millan Atam, Managing Director (GIDREM)



Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) July 2016



El Niño has continued to affect populations in Africa throughout the month of July. 

Here is an overview of disasters and other related events that have taken place 
across the continent this month. 
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•  July 1: The Government of Guinea Bissau 
confirms the presence of the Zika Virus in 
the country !

• July 1: IFRC launches an Emergency Appeal 
for 1,443,961 Swiss francs to curb the worst 
yellow fever outbreak in 30 years in Angola !

• July 7: Fighting erupts in South Sudan 
between forces loyal to Salva Kiir and Riek 
Machar, putting local populations at high 
risk of insecurity, malnutrition and forced 
displacement (particularly to Uganda).
!

• July 11: The UNSG’s Special Representative 
for DRR, Mr. Robert Glasser, launches “the 
Sendai Seven Campaign - 7 targets, 7 
years”, an advocacy initiative to encourage 
implementation of the Sendai Framework
!

• From 29 June up til July 11: more than 
1,300 people have been affected by recent 
torrential rains in the east of Monrovia, the 
capital of Liberia.
!

• July 10-18: The 27th African Union Summit 
was held in Kigali, Rwanda, and focused on 
Women’s rights 
!

• July 18-22: The 21st International AIDS 
Conference was held in Durban, South 
Africa
!

• July 21: Heavy fighting erupts in Kidal, Mali, 
between members of both signatory 
movements of the Agreement for Peace and 
Reconciliation, despite the existing cease-
fire. 
!

• July 25: The Cholera outbreak in South 
Sudan is confirmed by the Ministry of Health 
(with a total of 294 suspected cholera cases 
including 17 deaths reported nationwide, 
with the majority reported in Juba County).
!

• July 27: Botswana is the lastest SADC 
country to declare a State of Emergency due 
to ongoing drought, joining Lesotho, Malawi, 
Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe. 

Ongoing situations: !
While 10.2 million people are currently in need of 
food assistance in Ethiopia alone and is becoming 
the symbol of the ongoing drought in the Horn of 
Africa, Southern Africa is experiencing the worst El 
Niño-induced drought in 35 years. Nearly 40 million 
people are currently food insecure, and over 23 
million require urgent humanitarian assistance. 
About 2.7 million children face severe acute 
malnutrition (OCHA). These numbers are expected 
to increase as food insecurity should peak during 
the October 2016 to March 2017 lean season. 
Malawi, Zimbabwe and Madagascar have been 
particularly affected by El Niño.
!
In West Africa, The extent of the nutrition crisis in  
the Borno State of Nigeria is becoming apparent as 
more areas become accessible to humanitarian 
assistance. Nearly 1.7 million people have been 
displaced in Northeast Nigeria by Boko Haram 
(Source: IOM).
!
The ongoing crises in Burundi and Central African 
Republic remain a concern. In CAR, aid operations 
are severely affected by insecurity across the 
country. Now over a year since Burundi’s current 
crisis began, more than 140,000 men, women and 
children remain in refugee camps in Tanzania, and 
the situation inside Burundi continues to worsen. A 
low intensity urban conflict, coupled with an 
economic collapse brought on by the conflict, is 
spreading from Bujumbura to other provinces, 
resulting in human rights abuses.

DRR News in Africa 
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Our top reads this Month !!
EL-NIÑO !

“Livestock-dependent households face massive challenges following El Niño-
induced drought and flooding in Ethiopia” (FAO): http://www.fao.org/emergencies/
fao-in-action/stories/stories-detail/en/c/422288/


“It’s not over: El Niño’s impact on Children” (UNICEF): http://reliefweb.int/sites/
reliefweb.int/files/resources/BRIEFING_NOTE_El_Nino_EN.PDF


“A preventable crisis: El Niño and La Niña events need earlier responses and a 
renewed focus on prevention” (Oxfam): http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/
resources/bn-preventable-crisis-el-nino-la-nina-180716-en.pdf  

“El Niño, La Niña could lead to spike in new infections in Africa: 
UNICEF” (Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160712161900-
pm7k7/ 
!

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION/RESILIENCE !
“Climate ‘calamities’ boost risk of armed conflicts in ethnically divided 
countries” (Mashable): http://mashable.com/2016/07/26/climate-change-armed-conflicts/
#atmSEIPprGqY \ 
“Assessing gender in resilience programming “ (BRACED)


	 Uganda: http://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/49413?&a=email&utm_source=pw_email 

	 Burkina Faso: http://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/49414?&a=email&utm_source=pw_email  

“Best practices, challenges and lessons learned from existing financial instruments at 
all levels that address the risk of loss and damage associated with the adverse effects 
of climate change” (UNFCCC): http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/
l o s s _ a n d _ d a m a g e _ e x e c u t i v e _ c o m m i t t e e / a p p l i c a t i o n / p d f /
information_paper_aa7d_april_2016.pdf  
“NASA’s new mission: improving food security in West Africa” (Thomson Reuters 
Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160720110707-ops59/  
“International severe weather and flash flood hazard early warning systems: 
Leveraging coordination, cooperation, and partnerships through a 
hydrometeorological project in Southern Afr ica” (MDPI ) : http: / /
www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/49418?&a=email&utm_source=pw_email  
“Climate resilient development: Learning from an African capacity development 
programme” (AMCOW, GWP): http://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/49628?
&a=email&utm_source=pw_email
!!

AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
!

“As aid money shrinks, who loses?” (IRIN): http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/
2016/07/21/aids-money-shrinks-who-loses

UNISDR - Annual Report 2015 : http://www.prevent ionweb.net/files/
48588_unisdrannualreport2015evs.pdf 
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!
 

!
AFRICAN INITIATIVES 

!
ETHIOPIA: “Becoming a climate-resilient green economy - Planning for climate 
compatible development” (CIDT, CDKN) : http://www.preventionweb.net/publications/
view/49601?&a=email&utm_source=pw_email 
KENYA: “Innovative water storage helps Kenya thrive in drought” (Thomson 
Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160711053412-fm3bf/  
MALAWI:  “With trees disappearing, Malawi turns to “earth bag” 
houses” (Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160706072954-
rk1zj/  
MOZAMBIQUE:  “Threatened by climate change, Mozambique’s Beira bets on 
urban renewal” (Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/
20160708105817-a0kuz/?source=fiDontmiss 

RWANDA: “Disaster resilience project launched in Ngororero” : http://
www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2016-06-29/201248/  
SIERRA LEONE: “Women help minimise risk of flooding” (UNDP): http://
www.sl.undp.org/content/sierraleone/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/07/05/women-
help-minimise-risk-of-flooding.html  
ZIMBABWE: “Zim Ups Disaster Management” (AllAfrica): http://allafrica.com/stories/
201606270172.html
!

!
!

!
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The following MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) and training 
opportunities are currently open. Register on these websites to find online 
quality education opportunities on issues related to Disaster risk reduction, 
climate change adaptation and resilience:  




Available Courses (COURSERA.ORG, IVERSITY.ORG)


!
Available courses (UNITAR.ORG & 

UNCCELEARN.ORG) 


E-Tutorial on Global Framework 
for Climate Services 

Introductory e-Learning Course 
on Climate Change 

Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation (REDD) 

 
!
!
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Epidemiology: The Basic Science of 
Public Health 
Created by: University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 
Link: https://www.coursera.org/learn/
epidemiology 

AVAILABLE TRAININGS AND COURSES ON DRR 

Sustainable Food Production Through 
Livestock Health Management  
Created by: University of Illinois 
Link : https://www.coursera.org/learn/
livestock-farming

Disaster Preparedness  
Created by: University of Pittsburgh 
Link : https://www.coursera.org/learn/
disaster-preparedness   

Climate Change and Health  
Link: https://iversity.org/en/courses/
climate-change-and-health 
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!
Other courses: 

8 Aug-12 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Climate Change Adaptation in 
a changing environment (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://www.preventionweb.net/events/view/47628?id=47628  

8 Aug-12 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Disasters and Development 
(Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://www.preventionweb.net/events/view/45639?id=45639 

15 Aug-19 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Flood Disaster Risk 
Management in a Changing climate (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://reliefweb.int/training/1582956/training-course-flood-disaster-risk-
management-changing-climate      

22 Aug - 26 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on ICT for Disaster Response 
(Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://reliefweb.int/training/1585346/training-course-ict-disaster-response 


22 Aug - 26 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on GIS and Remote-sensing 
for agricultural resource management (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://reliefweb.int/training/1597911/training-course-gis-and-remote-sensing-
agricultural-resource-management 


22 Aug - 26 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on GIS and Remote-sensing in 
Agriculture, Food security and Climate change (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://reliefweb.int/training/1597906/training-course-gis-and-remote-sensing-
agriculture-food-security-and-climate-change 


22 Aug - 26 Aug (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Mainstreaming DRR into 
National Development Processes (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://reliefweb.int/training/1590306/training-course-mainstreaming-disaster-risk-
reduction-national-development-process 


29 Aug- 2 Sep (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Emergency Planning 
Management (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://www.preventionweb.net/events/view/45730?id=45730 


29 Aug- 2 Sep (Nairobi, Kenya): Training course on Emergency Needs 
Assessment (Indepth Research Services) 
Link: http://www.preventionweb.net/events/view/46457?id=46457  

!
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You will find in this section a selection of articles prepared by our team, as well as 
links to articles that have caught our attention this month with regards to DRR, 
climate change adaptation and land issues.  
 !
How technology and innovation 
tools can help support the 
implementation of the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduct ion in the Afr ican 
continent  
- By Elodie Hut !
Mapping of crisis-prone populations is 
one of the main challenges faced by aid 
workers around the globe and is a key 
element of emergency planning. In 
response to this gap, the medical NGO 
Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors 
Without Border) recently launched a 
mobile application aimed at helping aid 
workers map areas at risk of conflict, 
d i s a s t e r s a n d d i s e a s e ( 1 ) . T h i s 
smartphone application allows anyone to 
identify and record signs of human 
activity (roads, houses, etc.) when 
browsing through a series of satellite 
images, therefore helping aid workers 
locate disaster-prone communities and 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e c o o rd i n a t i o n o f 
humanitarian efforts(2). We are once more 
shown how technology can contribute to 
emergency and disaster management. 
!
This example highlights how technology 
can promote preparedness and improve 
disaster risk management, therefore 
contributing to the targets and expected 
!
outcome of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
!

!
(SFDRR) and the post-2015 sustainable 
development agenda. 
!
The SFDRR is the successor of the 
Hyogo Framework for Action (2005-2015). 
This non-binding yet crucial international 
instrument sets 7 clear targets and the 
fo l l ow ing 4 p r io r i t i es o f ac t ion : 
Unders tand ing d isas te r r i sk (1 ) ; 
strengthening disaster risk governance to 
manage disaster risk (2); Investing in DRR 
for resilience (3); Enhancing preparedness 
for effective response, and to “build back 
better” in recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction (4). It was adopted during 
the Third UN World Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) held in 
Sendai, Japan on the 18th of March 
2015(3). Its 
!
expected outcome is “the substantial 
reduction of disaster risk and losses in 
lives, livelihoods and health and in the 
economic, physical, social, cultural and 
environmental assets of persons, 
businesses communities and countries”. It 
is clear that innovation and technological 
developments can contribute to all 7 
targets and all 4 priorities of action of the 
SFDRR. 
!!
The goal of the SFDRR, which is the first 
major agreement of the post-2015 
agenda, is to “prevent new and reduce 
exist ing disaster r isk through the 
implementat ion of integrated and 
inclusive economic, structural, legal, 
social, health, cultural, educational, 
environmental, technological, political and 
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institutional measures that prevent and 
reduce hazard exposure and vulnerability 
to disaster, increase preparedness for 
response and recovery, and thus 
strengthen resilience.” The simple fact 
that the term “technology” is used 19 
times in total in the SFDRR, versus 3 
times in the former Hyogo Framework for 
Action, highlights an ongoing shift in the 
DRR landscape(4). 
!
The African continent being particularly 
exposed to disasters such as droughts 
and floods – especially in the Horn of 
Africa, the Sahel region and Southern 
Africa – it is vital that enough efforts are 
pursued to incorporate technology and 
innovation in DRR so that development 
gains can be protected and disaster 
resilience improved. 
!
Disaster risk reduction being a multi-
faceted and complex issue, it is expected 
that the development of innovative tools 
should be encouraged in cross-cutting 
fields such as agriculture, health, water, 
health and sanitation (WASH) initiatives. 
In light of current efforts towards 
resilience and climate change adaptation, 
sustainable farming is encouraged 
through numerous mobile solutions 
developed by African entrepreneurs in 
Kenya, Cameroon, Ghana and Botswana, 
amongst others(5). The Kenyan-based 
mobile platform “Ushahidi” (Testimony in 
Swahili), created after the 2007 post-
electoral violence in Kenya, is another 
example of a technological tool that was 
developed in Africa to provide mapping 
services and that has been used to solve 
local and global problems linked to 
humanitarian aid and international 
development. 
!
International DRR stakeholders are 
already actively promoting the use of 
science, technology and open data to 
strengthen resilience in disaster-prone 
countries and enable information sharing 
on disaster and climate issues. The World 

Bank’s Global Facility for Disaster 
Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) has 
created an Innovation Lab which has 
l a u n c h e d i n n o v a t i v e t o o l s a n d 
activities(6), such as the Code for 
Resilience global initiative which aims to 
connect scientists and engineers with 
mentors and DRR specialists in order to 
create new tools that will help reduce 
disaster risk over the coming decades. 
The Code for Resilience is currently 
supporting two projects in Africa: the 
development of digital tools to forecast 
flood conditions in Togo and a fellowship 
program for young technologists in 
Tanzania(7). The GFDRR has also 
developed “ThinkHazard!”, an online 
platform aimed at documenting natural 
hazard information for each country, 
t h e re f o re e n a b l i n g d e v e l o p m e n t 
specialists to use this data as baseline 
information that can be integrated during 
the project design phase(8). 
!
What most of these newly developed 
applications and tools have in common is 
the fact that they are not “reaction tools” 
but instead purely focused on planning 
and preparedness, hence falling in line 
with the objectives of the Sendai 
Framework for DRR. 
!
In late January 2016, the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) 
organized a conference in Geneva whose 
aim was to discuss how the science and 
technology community could best 
support the Sendai Framework. This 
event, organized in partnership with a 
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variety of international organizations, also 
served as an opportunity to launch the 
UNISDR Science and Technology 
Partnership and the Science and 
Technology Road Map for 2030. 
!
As UNITAR’s head of Technology and 
Innovation, Francesco Pisano, stated 
during the 3rd Global Platform on DRR 
held in 2013 in Geneva: “DRR is at a 
stage where the recognition of disaster 
risk as a global threat calls for both global 
response and local action. Until now it 
was about emphasizing one or the other. 
The other news of course is the growing 
recognition that science and technology 
can make a difference, especially in areas 
that are potentially going to be out of 
control rather soon, like hydrogeological 
risks”(9).  

Earth-observation technology: 
currently the most reliable 
tool for disaster risk planning !
In order to understand disaster risk, 
especially in large or remote areas, we 
need to visualise and assess vulnerability, 
as well as to monitor change through 
indicators, which implies acquiring timely, 
up-to-date and consistent data. At 
present, earth observation technology 
remains the most reliable way to do so. 
With constant improvements made in 
satellite technology and geographic 
information systems (GIS), sufficient 
efforts must be carried out by African 
DRR practitioners and national disaster 
management agencies to invest in risk-

focused planning and actively use 
existing technologies(10).  
!
The United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research (UNITAR) is also actively 
supporting humanitarian relief and 
d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n n i n g t h r o u g h 
technology, having championed the 
creation of an operational satellite 
applications programme (UNOSAT) which 
delivers imagery analysis and satellite 
solutions to relief and development 
organisations, depending on the needs of 
these organisations(11), such as the “Map 
your School” online platform created in 
partnership with UNICEF(12). UNOSAT 
and the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Deve lopment ( IGAD) – an i n te r-
governmenta l organ izat ion of 18 
members States which is a key regional 
player in the domains of drought, 
emergency response and disaster risk 
reduction – has also entered a partnership 
on the use of geospatial technologies to 
improve DRR in East Africa (13). 
!
The CEOS Earth Observation Handbook’s 
2015 edition, which was specifically 
developed in preparation of the 3rd UN 
World Conference on DRR, offers great 
insights on how satellite data can support 
each phase of DRR (mitigation and 
preparedness, monitoring risk, disaster 
response, disaster recovery, and long-
term climate monitoring) and includes a 
case study on the use of satellites for 
flood disasters in Southern Africa, 
!
Africa’s interest in geospatial technology 
is however not a new trend. The Regional 
Centre for Mapping of Resources for 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( R C M R D ) i s a n 
intergovernmental organization whose 
origin traces back to 1975. Founded by 
Kenya, Uganda, Somalia, Tanzania and 
Malawi, it currently comprises of 20 
member states in East and Southern 
Africa and provides services such as 
trainings, remote sensing, geographic 
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information system (GIS) mapping and 
digital image processing. 
!
There is however a true need to create a 
“ s y n e rg y n e t w o r k ” ( 1 4 ) b e t w e e n 
geospatial experts and data analysts in 
the African continent as the great amount 
of data generated can be shared through 
networks and cloud technology and be 
used for evidence-based programming in 
the field of DRR and other related areas 
like climate change adaptation and 
emergency management. The challenge 
for now is to cover unmapped areas and 
to update out-dated maps.
!
C r e a t i n g n e t w o r k i n g a n d 
information-sharing platforms for 
DRR in the era of open data and 
social media !
The current data revolution can also be 
acknowledged as we witness the ever-
rising role of social media and online 
platforms for information sharing. 
!
T h e G F D R R h a s a l s o c r e a t e d 
Understanding Risk (UR), a global 
community of experts and practitioners 
interested in disaster risk identification, 
risk assessment and risk communication 
to foster best pract ices through 
collaborative events, resources and 
initiatives(15). 
!
At the African level, Gravitazz Institute for 
Disaster Reduction and Emergency 
Management (GIDREM) has launched an 
online platform called “DIMA Connect” 
that has been developed to allow African 
DRR practitioners and other experts with 
an experience in Africa to network, share 
information and experiences from their 
respective countries. This initiative will 
present new opportunities for efficiency 
and better decision-making amongst DRR 
professionals on the African continent, 
allowing stakeholders to share real-time 
data and learn from one another(16).  


Challenges and way forward !
Despite all these improvements, several 
challenges remain in terms of supporting 
this necessary innovation process, 
particularly one that would be “made in 
Africa” and that would not rely on 
imported technologies and ideas.
!
Firstly, there is a need for national, 
regional and international stakeholders to 
reflect on what their technical challenges 
are in terms of disaster risk management, 
depending on their own context, 
experience and needs, as global solutions 
must always be adapted to local 
challenges. 
!
Secondly, although the UN and other 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o rg a n i s a t i o n s a n d 
development agencies are often seen as 
the main sources of funds for such 
initiatives, there is a need to involve 
national private sectors more so funding 
gaps in Research & Development can be 
addressed and in order to boost “in-
country” development initiatives. In order 
to inc rease the p r i va te sec to r ’s 
involvement, DRR programmes will need 
to be designed so as to guarantee a 
return on investment. For the time being, 
DRR is still not perceived as a key 
national priority because of the current 
strain on resources and focus on 
emergency response in most African 
countries affected by the El Niño 
p h e n o m e n o n . N a t i o n a l D i s a s t e r 
Management Agencies (NDMAs) must be 
empowered and more funds need to be 
allocated to preparedness and disaster 
resilience, as the socio-economic impacts 
of disasters will definitely slow down 
development gains. 
!
Thirdly, another challenge lies in the lack 
of ICT skills on the part of many African 
decision-makers and institutions, even in 
reg ions and countr ies known as 
“technological hubs”. STEM (Science, 
Te c h n o l o g y , E n g i n e e r i n g a n d 
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Mathematics) education and capacity 
building through tailored training of 
professionals and officials on the use of 
existing open source tools and others 
would also be a way to concretely build 
more tech-savvy communities and fight 
against “computer-phobia” in some 
professional spheres. More thematic 
trainings on innovations and DRR should 
take place at the continental level, 
targeting UN Regional and national 
country offices, relevant government 
agencies, academia, researchers, civil 
society and the private sector. Platforms 
must be created for professionals to 
meet, network and partner such as 
conferences, colloquiums, workshops, 
etc. The establishment of incubators and 
start-ups must also be encouraged. 
Through the creation of opportunities and 
the provision of both technical and 
financial support to social entrepreneurs, 
coders , sc ient is ts , eng ineers , IT 
specialists, etc., these individuals will be 
able to come up with innovative ideas or 
partner with DRR specialists to develop 
solutions, such as open data ICT tools, 
that will be truly adapted to local needs 
and realities. Besides, national mapping 
agencies must either be created in 
countries where they are non-existent or 
their capacity strengthened(17).
!
War-torn countries or failed states will 
certainly face difficulties in implementing 
the SFDRR due to a chronic lack of 
adequate resources, capacities and 
institut ional mechanisms. But the 
continent as a whole is going through a 
phase of economic transformation which 
must be seen as a golden opportunity to 
bring forth innovative ideas, be heard and 
empowered. As Aliou Dia, Team leader of 
the DRR and Climate Change Africa Unit 
at UNDP, points out, “Africa has seven of 
the top ten fastest growing economies— 
that growth, if not well managed, will likely 
contribute to new risks, including the 
potentially negative fallout from rapid 
urbanization and industrialization, the 

intensive use of natural resources and the 
degradation of ecosystems”(18). 

 
The remarkable potent ia l o f 
technology for Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Africa !
Technological innovations hold great 
potential for disaster risk reduction in 
A f r i c a . I n s t e a d o f r e a c t i n g t o 
emergencies, African governments are 
now well aware of the need to prevent 
disaster risk and to build resilience to 
climate change. More than one year after 
the adoption of the Sendai Framework, 
collective efforts must take place to 
ensure its comprehensive and appropriate 
implementation. Given the particular 
vulnerability of the African continent in 
light of climate change and disaster-
re lated issues, i t is cruc ia l that 
stakeholders incorporate the latest 
technological trends into their disaster 
policies and programming. Every country 
has an interest in guaranteeing a world 
where disaster-related vulnerabilities and 
losses are significantly reduced, and 
where communities are made more 
resilient to the effects of climate change.

The African continent, made up of over 54 
c o u n t r i e s l o c a t e d i n d i ff e r e n t 
geographical/climatic patterns is naturally 
prone to a wide range of natural 
disasters. The line between emergency 
response and preventive, development 
work keeps getting thinner. A lot of work 
still needs to be done especially in terms 
of mainstreaming the DRR response into 
national policies and programmes in 
those African countries that are currently 
more focused on emergency response or 
recovery, and to demonstrate how the 
Sendai Framework remains relevant, even 
in times of emergencies. 
!
***
!!!!
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Growing Economies using land 
in Africa: Local vs. Foreign 
Land Investments compared. 
- By Hermine Ilunga 

Experts argue that investment in land is 
the safest means of saving one’s 
money(1). Land investment is referred to 
as a long term investment and with land 
prices on the rise in many parts of the 
world(2), it is said to be the safest and 
smartest way of investing one’s money(3). 
Large development companies, wealthy 
individuals and rich farmers have 
significantly contributed to the figures of 
those investing in land, for example, 
Indian agricultural projects in Ethiopia are 
worth US$5 billion on 600 000 hectares of 
land. This article looks at the concept of 
F o r e i g n I n v e s t m e n t s a n d l o c a l 
investments in land in an effort to analyze 
which factors in both forms of investment 
needs to be addressed in terms of 
community development. It seeks to 
analyse the impact of land investments 
both fo re ign and loca l not on ly 
economically but also socially in terms of 
community development. 


 Land is a crucial resource and has 
continued to be a resource that provides 
income for those who own it or have 
access to it. However, most people in 
Africa have not learned how to leverage 
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off their land and make benefits from it, 
perhaps due to lack of access to land or 
education in agricultural land use, or 
both. “As global demands for food and 
biofuel escalate, foreign investors have 
shown a keen interest in African land. The 
frantic pace at which these large-scale 
land acquis i t ion investments are 
occurring have raised questions about the 
underlying motives, benefits and long-
term impacts of these investments on 
host countries(4).


Land investments have been highly 
encouraged in many parts of the 
continent in an effort to boost economic 
growth. With the creation of schemes and 
various plans, along with major help from 
globalization, which is defined as a 
process of interaction and integration 
among the people, companies, and 
governments of different nations, a 
process driven by international trade and 
investment and aided by information 
technology(5), investment climates in 
countries with vast underused land have 
been amplified.  Such processes have 
significantly lured and increased the 
amount of investors in a country, both 
local and foreign. Whether investments in 
land follow a local or foreign nature, 
economically, these investments are a big 
plus and provide growth potential for 
nations.


Sodano (2012)(6) argues 
that factors such as 
capitalism, privatization 
and commercialization 
which are all birthed from 
the popular concept 
known as neo-liberalism 
have led to the boosting 
of investment efforts in 
the agricultural sector, 
more particularly in the 
context of food. She 
states “Food has become 
nothing more than a 
commodity, its trade has 
become a way of wealth 

accumulation and the market, instead of 
self-production in peasant societies, has 
become its main way of procurement for 
urban dwellers and the workforce 
required by industr ia l izat ion. The 
“domestication” of food habits and trade 
has been an important leverage for 
capital accumulation. As a matter of fact, 
as the literature on food regimes has 
clarified, different stages of capitalistic 
development have required different 
features of food governance.”


The neoliberal argument is pursued by 
Uadiale (2014)(7) in his argument that the 
privatization and transformation of natural 
resources such as water, land, fauna and 
forests lies on the neoliberal model of 
market based development. The model in 
quest ion is assumed to lead to 
maximization of profits, the modernization 
of agriculture and an increase in land-
based exports. This neoliberal model has 
not rece ived c red i t f rom most ly 
anthropologists who argue that the 
neoliberal model does not account for 
community welfare; rather i t has 
escalated an increase in the land control, 
securing of resources by the African elites 
and external forces.


In various parts of Africa agricultural 
investments have been used as tool to 
bring about economic growth, with 
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promises of community development and 
poverty alleviation. Some of these 
promises however have not yielded the 
expected results and have instead 
disadvantaged the rural poor even further. 
Examples can be seen from the foreign 
investments in Cameroon by the New 
York-based agricultural group, Herakles 
Farms. This particular investment project 
does not enjoy full community support for 
a proposed 73 000 hectare palm-oil 
project. Growing crops of biofuel is a 
major inducement for African agricultural 
land purchase. The Iowa-based energy 
group, AgriSol Energy, has one such 
project in Tanzania with the Tanzanian 
cooperation of government and its 
complet ion requires the potential 
displacement of 162 000 Burundian 
refugees who are working the land as 
subsistence farmers. 


Foreign vs. Local Investments 

This brings us to the topic on Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) , which is 
described as;


“Investment from one country into 
another (normally by companies rather 
than governments ) that invo lves 
establishing operations or acquiring 
tangible assets, including stakes in other 
businesses.”(8) 


Globalization has encouraged FDI 
through the notion of free trade and there 
is no question that FDIs have been 
increasing over the years. Back to land 
investments. African countries have 
experienced and continue to facilitate the 
environment for foreign investors in an 
effort to boost economic growth. Foreign 
direct investments are here to stay and 
others argue that “African governments 
should use the proceeds from land leased 
to foreign investors to subsidize the cost 
to local farmers of modernizing their 
f a r m i n g m e t h o d s , o r t o b u i l d 
infrastructure and improve production.”(9) 
 

In Africa, the FDI growth was balanced 
between the two halves of the continent: 
capital investment into North Africa more 
than doubled from $10bn to $26bn while 
sub-Saharan Africa saw its investment 
levels rise from $42bn to $61bn(10). 
Foreign direct investments in land 
particularly, according to (GIZ 2009)(11) 
were viewed as a solution to  bridging the 
gap of decades of underinvestment in 
developing countries’ agricultural sector, 
however they were also seen to  threaten 
host countries’ food security and increase 
the vulnerability of the rural population.


The real concern comes in when we 
begin to think of whether these foreign 
investments, particularly in land have 
yielded the expected results that should 
have led to economic growth, improved 
living standards and with all sorts of 
frameworks that have been implemented, 
c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t t o o . 
Furthermore with such high levels of 
foreign investments in land, where does 
that leave local, normally small scale 
investors? Have governments focused 
too much on one form on investment and 
given little or no attention to the local 
investors, who by the way strive to make 
an impact locally.


Pressure felt from foreign investors 
in the agricultural sector. 

Tim Williams, Director of IWMI in Africa 
during his presentation at the 5th  Africa 
Water Week in Dakar, Senegal, stated that 
“Foreign direct investors are coming in 
with new technology and capital while 
small-scale producers are using the same 
old techniques”.

That is just one of the disadvantages of 
this much sought after method of growth, 
it is also said that local land users are 
often absent from land deal discussions 
until after contracts were signed, if they 
were involved at all. Other than that, it is 
found that consultations with local land 
users in these land deals are either non-
existent or really low in numbers.
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!
Economically, let’s consider growth 
potential for local small scale farmers. 
Let’s take South Africa for example, 
where agriculture has a central role to 
play in building a strong economy and, in 
the process, reducing inequalities by 
increasing incomes and employment 
opportunities for the poor, while nurturing 
our inheritance of natural resources(12).


The reality faced by small scale black 
farmers is recognised. In general, most 
black farmers, whether small scale or not, 
have limited access to land and capital, 
and have received inadequate or 
inappropriate research and extension 
support. This has resulted in chronically 
low standards of living and reliance to a 
greater or lesser extent on subsistence 
production. To achieve the Government's 
objectives of black empowerment and 
poverty alleviation, policy must address 
problems faced by black farmers in 
general and resource-poor farmers in 

particular(13).  We cannot dispute the fact 
that government in this particular case 
needs to address these issues though 
p r o p e r g o v e r n a n c e a n d p o l i c y 
implementation. The potential to make a 
grave impact in the agricultural sector is 
not lacking but support is in one way or 
another.


According to CNBC Africa, there are four 
major hurdles that limit the success of 
small-scale farming in Africa, namely: 1) 

climate, 2) technology and education, 3) 
fi n a n c i n g a n d 4 ) p o l i c y a n d 
infrastructure(14).


‘The role of the Government in regulating 
the market and determining agricultural 
product prices has been greatly reduced, 
w h i c h c l e a r l y e n h a n c e s t h e 
competitiveness and efficiency of the 
sector. However, failures still occur in the 
ways in which some markets operate, 
which affect small scale farmers in 
particular, and their access to production 
requirements and credit as well as to 
markets for their produce.’(15)


Sustainability 

Finally, considering countries need both 
local and foreign investors, moving 
forward country governments should 
strive to ensure local investors are 
protected, their efforts are supported and 
policies in place yield sustainable results 
f rom both types of investments.  
Sustainable growth in simple terms is 

defined as “Growth that it is 
possible to sustain or 
continue without causing 
e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s 
economic growth that it is 
possible to sustain without 
caus ing env i ronmenta l 
problems”(16).


!
Conclusion 

In all of the turmoil and 
economic pressure felt globally, it is 
crucial that states strategically implement 
policies that will result in their growth and 
survival, particularly in the context of 
investment. However, foreign or foreign 
direct investments are not and should not 
be the only area governments need to 
pay attention to. We have a great 
example of successful development 
projects such as the one of Kenya, where 
the government’s efforts at boosting the 
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horticultural sector led to the booming 
land investments, and the empowerment 
of local investors and the overall growth 
of the economy. 


‘The Kenyan horticultural industry shows 
what can be achieved. Horticultural 
products have accounted for two-thirds 
of all growth in agricultural exports and 
recently surpassed coffee to become the 
second largest merchandise export, after 
tea. Kenya is the second largest 
horticultural exporter in Sub-Saharan 
Africa (after South Africa), the second 
largest developing country exporter of 
flowers in the world (after Colombia), and 
the second largest developing country 
supplier of vegetables to the European 
Union (after Morocco). Approximately 
135,000 people are now direct ly 
employed in the sector. Most are poor 
Kenyans, for whom the industry has 
made a real difference in their lives(17).


It would appear, well thought out policies, 
in the interest of local people results in 
not only economic growth but an 
improvement in l iv ing standards, 
improvement in skills and knowledge and 
much more. Although a major source of 
income and crucial to a country, the 
pol icies that guide foreign direct 
investment should be such that they do 
not completely harm or suffocate the 
efforts of local investors. Local land 
investments possess the potential to 
grow economies, empower communities 
and improve living standards. 
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CONTACT US 

Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) 
specializes in disaster reduction and humanitarian emergencies. It has its offices in 
Midrand, South Africa, but covers the African continent. It was established to assist 
practitioners and decision-makers with practical hands-on strategies and approaches to 
disasters and other environmental challenges.


Please contact us should you wish to contribute to the next edition of our newsletter to 
be published early September or should you wish to engage with us in any way. We are 
also constantly looking to enrich our pool of consultants: kindly send your CV to 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com if you would like to be placed in our roster.


!
 


!

 
Contact us! 

Address:  
Section 35, Constantia Square Office 
Park, 526, 16th Road, Midrand, South 
Africa	  

Phone number: +27 011-067-0321


E-mail: info@gravitazzcontinental.com ; 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com 


Website: www.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(English version) 
http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(French version) 

!

 
Follow us on Social Media! 

Facebook: Gravitazz Continental


Twitter: Gravitaz_GCI 
 
LinkedIN: GIDREM Disaster 
Reduction


DIMA Connect: https://a-better-
africa.com/show/dima-connect-
johannesburg-gauteng 


DIMA Connect (Whatsapp group): 
Please send us your whatsapp number to 
be added to the group.
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