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Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

As the El Niño phenomenon slowly gives way, 
we must start thinking about La Niña, which 
we are made to understand might have 
potentially devastating consequences. The 
month of August has not spared us and the 
world has seen its fair share of natural 
disasters: floods in West Africa, earthquakes in 
Italy and Myanmar, ongoing drought in East 
and Southern Africa, to name a few. More than 
ever, the keywords associated with our 
act ions and endeavors should be : 
preparedness and resilience. 


Our DIMA Connect Whatsapp platform has 
hosted some intense debates on the issue this 
past month, and our intention is to showcase 
the points of view of various experts and policy 
makers in this newsletter. Do not hesitate to 
get in touch and join the ongoing debate on 
climate change adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction!


In addition to attending the Namibia Drought 
Conference this month, GIDREM is currently 
preparing to attend the upcoming 6th African 
Regional Platform on DRR, two events which 
you will have the opportunity to read about in 
this newsletter. We look forward to meeting you 
during upcoming the DRR-related events and 
develop synergies with like-minded individuals 
and organizations.


We hope you enjoy this month’s read! 
 
Millan Atam,  
Managing Director, GIDREM
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The 2016 Afr ica Drought 
Conference: Just Another 
Conference?— By Millan Atam !!
The month of August saw the organization of 
the Africa Drought Conference hosted by 
the Government of Namibia from the 15–19 
August, in the City of Windhoek(1). The 
theme of the conference; ‘Enhancing 
Resilience to drought events on the 
African Continent’, correctly laid emphasis 
on resilience as the focus of all drought-
related action. With over 400 participants 
from around the continent, it was guided by 
an agenda for action white paper which was 
distributed prior to the conference. This 
conference was a follow-up to the 2013 High 
Level Meeting on National Drought Policy 
held in Geneva. The event was especially 
significant as it took place at a time when 
many countries of Southern and Eastern 
Afr ica are facing the worst drought 
emergency in over 30 years. In the Southern 
African region alone, there are a reported 
640,000 animals dead, 40 million people 
affected and 23 million people in need of 
urgent food assistance. The situation is 
expected to worsen with the arrival of the La 
Niña later in the year.
!
The message for better resilience and 
preparedness was strong throughout the 
conference. "Response aid is insufficient, a 
longer term approach is required in order to 
build the resilience of the most vulnerable," 
said UN Resident Coordinator in Namibia, 
Ms. Kiki Gbeho. "Addressing climate change  
will need to be integrated into national 
planning and policies," said Gbeho. There 

was recognition that the majority of African 
countries continue to be inadequately 
prepared to cope with and to adapt to 
droughts making it clear that droughts do not 
only destroy arable land, which increases 
food insecurity, but also cause significant 
secondary impacts in the health sector, as 
well as economic sectors like energy, and 
transport. 
!
Affirming a people-centred approach and 
recognising the role of regional economic 
groupings, private sector partners and civil 
society organisations, the conference 
declared that synergies should be increased 
to address drought, land degradation and 
desertification by implementing the Drought 
Resilient and Prepared Africa (DRAPA) 
Framework. “We declare commitment to 
develop a binding Protocol on Drought Risk 
Management and Enhancing Resilience for 
Africa for adoption by the African Union 
Heads of States,” the draft declaration 
states. Within one year, a core team is 
expected to be set up to “operationalise the 
Strategy” and a continental Trust Fund for 
Africa is expected to be functioning within 
three years, after the adoption of the 
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Windhoek Declaration and the Strategic 
Framework. In both draft documents, youth 
and vulnerable groups like the disabled, 
indigenous minorities, elderly, as well as 
women, are to be empowered to ensure a 
comprehensive and holistic involvement in 
drought resilience.             
!
On the margins of the main conference, side 
events created opportunities for delegates to 
learn about various success stories in 
different parts of the continent.  An example 
was an Food and Agriculture (FAO) 
presentation on the Great Green Wall 
(GGW) initiative (2) for the Sahel-Saharan 
region which was established to combat 
desertification. The GGW initiative aims to 
green a strip of land 15 km wide and 7,100 
km long across Africa, from Dakar in the 
West to Djibouti in the East by planting trees, 
amongst others. This African-driven initiative 
is backed by the African Union. The GGW 
seeks to improve the resilience of human and 
natural systems in the Sahel-Saharan zone to 
drought, desertification, climate change and 
loss o f b iod ivers i ty th rough sound 
ecosystems management, sustainable 
development of land resources, protection of 
rural heritage and improvement of the living 
conditions and livelihoods of populations 
living in these areas. 

In 2010, more than 10 countries of the Sahel-
Saharan zone signed a convention in 

Ndjamena, Chad, to create the Great Green 
Wall Agency and appoint a Secretariat. Since 
then, over 20 African countries like Egypt, 
Ethiopia, the Gambia and Mali are involved in 
the GGW initiative. 

The Global Environmental Facility (GEF) 
supports the cross-border projects and has 
g r a n t e d a b o u t U S $ 1 0 0 m i l l i o n t o 
participating countries. Positive results are 
reported particularly from the Zinder Region 
in Niger, where joint efforts with the rural 
population increased tree density. Crop yield 
has increased, soil fertility improved, soil 
erosion could be reduced and biodiversity 
was improved.
!
The Conference concluded with the adoption 
of the Drought Resilient and Prepared 
Africa (DRAPA) framework. DRAPA’s 
overarching goal is to develop a Drought 
Risk Management Strategy for Africa that will 
enhance resilience to drought impacts. The 
framework proposes six key elements which 
include:  


- Policies and Governance for Drought 
Risk Management, 


- Drought Moni tor ing and Ear ly 
Warning, 


- Drought Vulnerability and Impact 
Assessment, 


- Drought Mitigation, Preparedness and 
Response, 


- Drought Awareness and Knowledge 
Management and 


- Reducing underlying factors of 
Droughts. 


 
This conference brings with it hope that 
the continent might experience more 
concrete outcomes than the usual 
frameworks and declarations that seldom 
get followed through. The culture of 
conferences, position papers and 
declarations with few tangible results has 
been a source of worry for some and 
there was certain degree of skepticism 
which was echoed by a crew member, 
who said:  (paraphrased) ‘Not being an 
expert in any of these fields of 
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discussion, I have covered several events of 
this nature. My worry remains this tendency 
to organize high-level conferences, make 
many lofty promises and then evaporate with 
little or no follow up action’.  


We must therefore be reminded that people 
are watching closely, even if they are no 
experts, and that the Windhoek Declaration 
should not be just another declaration but 
one that is accompanied by follow up and 
concrete action. 

About the writer: 
Millan Atam is the Managing Director at 
GIDREM. He is responsible for coordinating 
and leading the company’s activities and 
building relationships with  DRR stakeholders.  
Contact: millan@gravitazzcontinental.com  
  !!
Sources: 
(1) www.africandrought.conference.com

(2) www.greatgreenwallinitiative.org 
!!
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Preparing for the 2017 
G l o b a l P l a t f o r m o n 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
- What Must Africa Bring 
to the Table? - By Elodie 
Hut 
As representatives of governments, 
international organizations and civil 
society organizat ions (CSOs) 
prepare to participate in the 5th 
Global Platform on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) that will be held in 
Cancún, Mexico, from 22 to 26 May 
2 0 1 7 ( 1 ) , A f r i c a n d i s a s t e r 
management practitioners are 
currently getting ready for a smaller-scale, 
yet crucial event: the 6th African Regional 
Platform on DRR, which is scheduled to take 
place from 22 to 25 November 2016 in 
Mauritius (2). 


One of the aims of this event is to prepare for 
the Global Platform by contributing to a 
number of strategic documents, namely: the 
Africa Programme of Action to implement the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (SFDRR) in Africa; the Mauritius 
Declaration on the implementation of the 
Africa Programme of Action, and the draft 
Africa position for the 2017 Global Platform. 


Africa’s Commitment Towards the 
Sendai Framework 

The last African Regional Platform was held 
in the Nigerian Capital, Abuja, in May 2014,
(3), and led to the development of Africa’s 
Contribution to the Post-2015 Framework 
for DRR that was considered at the Third UN 
Wor ld Conference on DRR and i ts 
Preparatory Committee meetings, as a result 
of which the Sendai Framework on DRR was 
adopted in Japan in May 2015 (4). 


Two years later, African DRR practitioners 
and government agencies will get another 
opportunity to meet and agree on a common 
agenda and set of objectives, through a new 
inter-governmental consultation process. In 

July 2015, the 4th high level meeting on DRR 
took place in Cameroon and resulted in the 
Y a o u n d é D e c l a r a t i o n o n t h e 
Implementation of the Sendai Framework 
(5), which reiterates Africa’s commitment 
towards this fundamental instrument in light 
of the post-2015 development agenda. 


Stakes are high: The continent is currently 
facing its worst drought in over 30 years as a 
result of the el Niño phenomenon, with over 
60 million people reported to be food 
insecure. This could be worsened by the 
anticipated la Niña towards the end of the 
year (6). As of July 2016, 6 countries in the 
Southern African Region had declared a 
state of emergency due to ongoing drought 
(Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, 
Swaziland and Zimbabwe). It should 
therefore come as no surprise that Namibia 
has chosen to host the “Africa Drought 
Conference” which took place between 15 
and 19 August 2016 under the theme: 
Enhancing Resilience to Drought Events on 
the African Continent (7).  

It is anticipated that the Regional Platform 
will yield positive outcomes that will enable 
African countries to push their common 
agenda forward in Mexico next year. 


As a result of the ongoing droughts, most 
African countries are currently (and rightly so) 
putting the bulk of their efforts into 
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emergency response. It however remains 
crucial that they also fully appreciate the 
need to invest in disaster preparedness, or at 
the minimum, that they seek to link disaster 
response to long-term development 
objectives. Disasters come at a heavy cost 
for many governments who are already 
functioning on strained resources (8). 
Resilience and preparedness should be seen 
as an investment for the future, strengthening 
populations’ coping mechanisms and 
governments’ capacity to address risks and 
disasters, both financially and technically. 


This is specifically what the Sendai 
Framework is trying to achieve through its 
four priorities of action, which are of the 
utmost importance for African countries: (1) 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g d i s a s t e r r i s k ; ( 2 ) 
Strengthening disaster risk governance to 
manage disaster risk; (3) Investing in DRR for 
resilience; and (4) enhancing preparedness 
for effective response, and to “build back 
better” in recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction. 


Objectives of the Regional Platform 

Meant for Representatives of African 
countries, stakeholder groups as well as 
development and humanitarian partners, 
both the 6th Session of the Africa Regional 
Platform and the 5th High Level Meeting on 
Disaster Risk Reduction will be hosted by the 

Government of Mauritius, in cooperation with 
the African Union Commission, the SADC 
Secretariat and the UN Office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (UNISDR). According to the 
event’s website, expected outcomes of this 
gathering include the drafting of: (1) the 
Africa Programme of Action to implement 
the SFDRR in Africa; (2) the Mauritius 
Declaration on the implementation of the 
Africa Programme of Action, as well as of a 
(3) draft Africa position for the 2017 Global 
Platform. Given that the 2017 Global 
Platform will be the first opportunity to review 
progress made globally towards achieving 
the targets of the SFDRR, these strategic 
documents will have a crucial importance.


According to UNISDR, regional platforms are 
“multi-stakeholder forums that reflect the 
commitment of governments to improve 
coordination and implementation of disaster 
risk reduction activities while linking to 
international and national efforts” (9). The 
African continent is made up of 54 countries 
and several regions, each with a different 
geographical topology, climate patterns, and 
pr io r i t ies in te rms o f d isaster r i sk 
management: arid and semi-arid areas 
countries may not face the same challenges 
as tropical ones. In spite of these many 
differences, inter-governmental collaboration 
is key to addressing DRR at continental and 
regional levels, as climate change comes at a 

high cost for all these countries.
!
This conference must build 
momentum around the SFDRR 
and ensure that global disaster 
management goals resonate at a 
local level for African DRR 
actors, allowing them to mitigate 
risk and better function in an 
adverse environment. 


It is crucial that stakeholders 
also take this opportunity to 
network and discuss priorities 
such as curbing disaster-related 
economic losses, mainstreaming 
the SFDRR into national and 
local DRR strategies and plans, 
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as well as reducing vulnerability and 
achieving community resi l ience in a 
development context (10).  


Way Forward for Africa and DRR 

So what should be the way forward in light of 
the upcoming continental and international 
platforms? 


Firstly, African governments must seek to 
speak with one voice, ensuring that DRR 
challenges are taken more seriously, setting 
aside more funds for addressing resilience 
and preparedness on the continent,  and 
making sure that communities are actively 
involved. Climate Change and Disasters are 
global problems, which require a united front 
and harmonized policies in order to maximize 
re s u l t s . A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l D i s a s t e r 
Management Agencies (NDMAs) should find 
new, meaningful, ways to cooperate and 
further promote African Unity in the field of 
DRR and climate change adaptation, with 
UNISDR Regional Offices, the African Union 
and the main regional organizations providing 
constant support and guidance. 


Secondly, it is key that, beyond governments 
and experts, civil society organisations 
(CSOs) are given a voice and a chance to 
channel their concerns through national, 
regional and international DRR platforms. 
T h e g a p b e t w e e n c o m m u n i t y 
representatives, activists and decision-
makers must be bridged. By using a bottom-
up and participatory approach, experiences 
and feedback from the ground can inform 
evidence-based programming, providing 
practical and solutions to climate change and 
enhancing community resil ience. For 
instance, the Global Network of Civil Society 
Organisations for Disaster Reduction (GDRN)  
(11) or the DIMA Connect group (12) aim to 
bring together DRR stakeholders from 
different organisations and countries in order 
to advocate for a more prepared Africa in the 
face of disaster risks, strengthening their 
efficiency and exchanging good practices 
and useful information in the process. 


The 6th African Regional Platform on DRR will 
be a great opportunity to explore the way 
forward and promote a susta inable 
continental perspective. 


!
About the writer: 
Elodie Hut is the Research and Business 
Development Manager at GIDREM. She is 
responsible for creating and researching 
content on disaster-related issues, as well as 
for identifying and implementing business 
opportunities (consultancies, trainings, etc.) 
f o r t h e i n s t i t u t e . C o n t a c t : 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com !!
Sources: 
(1) w w w. u n i s d r. o rg / c o n f e r e n c e s / 2 0 1 7 /

globalplatform

(2) www.unisdr.org/conferences/2016/afrp

(3) www.unisdr.org/we/inform/events/35308

(4) The SFDRR is an international, non-binding, 

agreement that succeeded to the 2005-2015 
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). It includes 
7 global targets and 4 priorities of action in 
order to achieve a “substantial reduction of 
disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods 
and health and in the economic, physical, 
social, cultural and environmental assets of 
persons, businesses, communities and 
c o u n t r i e s ” b y 2 0 3 0 . L i n k : 
w w w . p r e v e n t i o n w e b . n e t / fi l e s /
49455_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf 


(5) w w w . p r e v e n t i o n w e b . n e t / fi l e s /
49455_yaoundedeclarationenglish.pdf


(6) El Niño events are associated with a warming 
of the central and eastern tropical Pacific, 
while  La Niña  events are the reverse, with a 
sustained cooling of these same areas. This 
climate pattern has a considerable impact on 
weather around the globe


(7) www.africandroughtconference.com/ 

(8) Ed Stoddard, From Herdsmen to 

Central Bankers, Southern Africa 
Counts Drought Cost, 27 July 2016,  
Reuters: http://news.trust.org/item/
20160727124607-xxb1o/ 


(9) http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/
regional-platforms


(10) http://www.preventionweb.net/files/
48240_gp17onlinedialogueproposedis
suesfor.pdf  


(11) http://www.gndr.org/      

(12) https://www.joburgcitynetwork.com/

show/dima-connect-johannesburg-
gauteng-2 
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Land Rights for Women: 
Health, Empowerment, and 
Improved Living Standards - By 
Hermine Ilunga 
We are in the month of August, the month for 
women in South Africa and 
National Women’s day was 
recently celebrated on the 9th 
of August 2016. This month is 
dedicated to the thousands of 
women who marched to the 
U n i o n B u i l d i n g s o n 
9  August  1956 in protest 
against the extension of Pass 
Laws to women (1). The year 
2016 as declared by the 
African Union Heads of State 
and Government at their 25th 
Ordinary Summit in June 2015 
is “the Africa Year of Human 
Rights, in particular, with focus 
on the Rights of Women” (2).


!

Land Reform and Redistribution Efforts 

Since independence from the 1960s, African 
governments have put in place schemes 
aimed at redistributing land and increasing 
access to land for their citizens. In South 
A f r i c a f o r e x a m p l e , I n 1 9 9 4 t h e 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d D e v e l o p m e n t 
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Gravitazz Continental Initiative (GCI) 
 
Gravitazz Continental Initiative (GCI) is a Not for Profit company with offices in Midrand, South 
Africa, with a focus on the African Continent. The foremost interest of GCI is to draw attention to 
neglected issues regarding the African continent. GGI promotes, supports and strengthens all 
initiatives geared at promoting good governance, accountability and sustainable management of 
land across the African Continent and there by significantly improving livelihoods, contributing to 
socio-economic development, promoting conservation and empowering communities to 
determine their own long-term destinies. !
GCI is the secretariat of the Africa Coalition Against Land Grabs (ACALAG). ACALAG was 
formed in 2014 a vision of  a democratic, land-grab free and sustainable Africa in which 
communities enjoy sovereignty over their land and attendant natural resources. !
The coalition seeks to identify, document and review country-specific land transactions, build 
credible evidence for advocacy on the impact of land grabs on communities and ensure capacity 
strengthening of land-dependent communities by facilitating and organizing opinion and global 
solidarity of African organizations, land activists and allies committed to the eradication of land 
grabbing on the continent.

 
Find out more about us on: 
Facebook 	 Africa Coalition Against Land Grabs 
Twitter	 	 @Africalandgrabs 
LinkedIn	 Gravitazz Continental Initiative 
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Programme (RDP) were introduced as an 
integrated socio-economic policy framework 
which aimed to eradicate the redress of 
inequalities and building a vibrant and 
democratic South Africa, the RDP program 
aimed at addressing poverty and extreme 
deprivation, in doing so issues such as the 
provision of land and housing, access to safe 
water and sanitation were included. RDP 
identified the main elements of land reform 
as land redistribution, restitution, and tenure 
reform (3). Similar land redistribution acts 
have been passed in other parts of the 
continent such as The 1992 Land Acquisition 
Act of Zimbabwe, Namibian Communal Land 
Reform Act of 2002 and more (4).


These efforts however have not yielded 
satisfying results and many Africans still do 
not own land till date. They face challenges 
in owning and accessing land and in some 
cases lose their customary land to investors. 
According to Garcia 2002 (5), an estimated 
sixty percent of Namibia’s total population of 
approximately two million people have Bantu 
origins, mainly Ovambo, while 10 percent 
have European roots. Aboriginal Khoi and 
San groups represent the other 30 percent of 
the population. It is the 10 percent of 
Namibians with European origins who control 
all aspects of the economy, from both 
productive and consumption perspectives.


 Land however is a vital resource as it 
provides a livelihood, financial security/
stability, in some cases food security and 
more. Land ownership as stated by Kululwa 
Muthwa forms the basis of a sustainable 
economy and provides a starting point for 
future advancements (6). In short, land 
assists in bringing about development for 
communities, development being the 
improvement of living standards, reduction in 
p o v e r t y a n d h u n g e r, i n v e s t m e n t 
opportunities, higher incomes and many 
other more socio-economic benefits (7). A 
land owner has the prospect to generate 
income that would permit them to afford 
health care, education and other basic needs 
in their communities. Land ownership thus 
becomes a form of security to communities.


This still brings us to the question of what 
redistribution efforts and land reform policies 
in Africa have achieved. One would then 
question whether the policies are adequate 
and effective, more especially when it comes 
to women’s ownership of land. Do women in 
Africa benefit from the vast tracts of land, 

what are the challenges they face in 
accessing and owning land, are their land 
rights not prioritised or could it be a mere 
lack of knowledge in land use? Nonetheless, 
all these questions point back to a need to 
address these issues. 


Gender issues in land access 

Redistribution efforts have mostly gone in 
favour of men, thus excluding women in land 
making decisions and challenging land 
ownership and access (8). In most African 
homes, tradition plays a big role in land or 
property ownership. Patriarchal systems are 
strong and this has led to the current 
statistics of female land owners on the 
continent. Secure rights to land are rights 
that are c lear ly defined, long-term, 
enforceable, appropriately transferable, and 
legally and socially legitimate. Women’s 
exercise of these rights should not require 
consultation or approval beyond that 
required of men. This margin difference has 
been facilitated by the lack of rights women 
have to land in most nations (9). There is a 
need to address patriarchal issues in land 
rights in order to increase women’s rights to 
land. Issues of access to land and traditional 
men’s cultural practices in regards to land 
ownership need to be reviewed and attended 
to, as this will bring about a break in the land 
ownership barriers women are facing. Land 
tenure security according to Evelyn 
Namubiru-Mwaura, is crucial for women’s 
empowerment and a prerequisite for building 
secure and resilient communities. Mwaura 
also highlights that land tenure for most rural 
women is complicated, with access and 
ownership often layered with barriers present 
in their daily realities: discriminatory social 
dynamics and strata, unresponsive legal 
systems, lack of economic opportunities, and 
lack of voice in decision making. She is also 
of the view that most policy reform, land 
management, and development programs 
disregard these realities in their interventions, 
consequently leading to increased land 
tenure insecurity for rural women (10).


In countries such as Guinea, it is said women 
are rarely granted land in terms of 
succession, this means a widower continues 
to face challenges in accessing land that was 
previously owned by her own husband (11). If 
a woman has no access to land she cannot 
invest and make a better living for herself or 
her family. Considering the fact that women 
are responsible for their households and 
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make up a large section of the agricultural 
labour force, it is fundamental that this group 
of individuals be respected and their rights to 
land even more. Papua New Guinea has a 
customary land tenure system, where 
communal possession of rights to use and 
allocate agricultural and grazing land by a 
group sharing the same cultural identity; a 
single person usually administers on behalf 
of the group. It should be noted however that 
some customary norms discriminate against 
women (12).


Land ownership benefits for women 

Benefits of securing land rights can be seen 
from health perspectives; for example, land 
rights are said to assist women in another 
area of risk and vulnerability, namely HIV/
AIDS. How so? According to Landesa  (13) 
women’s increased economic empowerment 
through secure land rights can enhance their 
ability to negotiate safe sex. Additionally, 
considering secure land rights can lead to 
increased household food production and 
food security, with the option of having land 
rights, women become less vulnerable to 
engaging in transactional sex as a means of 
survival (14). Land and other property can 
also serve as an income source to cover 
costs associated with HIV/AIDS, improving 
women’s ability to cope with the economic 
and social impact of the disease. This 
argument is also supported by the United 
Nations Development Programme (15), who 
h igh l ighted that women’s r ights to 
inheritance and property play a crucial role in 
reducing women’s vulnerability to violence 
and HIV.  Research done in the western parts 
of Kenya and elsewhere has confirmed that 
the integration of women’s property and 
inheritance rights with HIV prevention and 
treatment does reduce HIV risk at the local 
level (16). Moving away from a health 
perspective, other benefits of secure rights to 
land can be seen particularly critical for 
women who become heads of households 
due to male migration, divorce, or death. 
Land rights can mean the difference between 
a woman’s dependence on her family or her 
husband’s family and the ability “to form a 
viable, self-reliant female-headed household” 
(17).


So what is the way forward with ensuring 
that women’s rights to land are increased? Is 
the Maputo Protocol that was established to 
assist in bringing about changes in these 
issues contributing and successfully being 

implemented or is it ineffective and in need of 
reviewing? Do national governments need to 
change their legislation in order to enforce 
and protect women’s rights to land? There 
are many ways to attend to this issue and 
education is one of them. Increasing women 
and girls education puts them in a position to 
know their rights and to fight for their rights. 
Education can provide the ultimate solution 
in terms of creating awareness on the issue 
and on why it should be addressed. Access 
to land is already challenging especially in 
this era of continuous large scale land 
acquis i t ions, which is why nat ional 
governments need to attend to this issue 
urgently but most importantly, access to land 
for women should be promoted in the 
process.


O t h e r m e a s u re s t o b e t a k e n i n t o 
consideration as highlighted by Landesa (18) 
include interventions in the Legal and 
regulatory f rameworks in countr ies, 
Government capacity, Community level 
i n v o l v e m e n t a n d P r o j e c t D e s i g n , 
Implementation, and Monitoring. In essence, 
this implies encouraging gender-sensitive 
laws and regulations and can be seen in 
Kenya and Tanzania with Kenya’s 2010 
Constitution and Tanzania’s Village Land Act 
of 1999 which both promote equal rights for 
women with regard to land ownership, 
access, and use (19). 


About the writer: 
Hermine Ilunga is the Coordinator of GCI. She is 
responsible for primary research, advocacy and 
funding for the organization. She is also 
responsible for coordinating the Africa Coalition 
Against Land Grabs (ACALAG).Contact: 
hermine@gravitazzci.org !
Sources: 
(1) South African Government News Agency, http://

www.sanews.gov.za/special-features-archive/
womens-month  


(2) African Union, http://www.au.int/en/newsevents/
1 9 5 3 6 / 8 t h - a f r i c a n - u n i o n - g e n d e r - p r e -
summit-2016-african-year-human-rights 


(3) HJ Kloppers and GJ Pienaar, 2014, The Historical 
Context Of Land Reform In South Africa And Early 
Policies, http://www.saflii.org/za/journals/PER/
2014/20.pdf


(4) Willem Odendaal, 2011, Land Grabbing in 
Namibia: A Case Study from the Omusati Region, 
Northern Namibia, http://www.iss.nl/fileadmin/
ASSETS/iss/Documents/Conference_papers/
LDPI/82_Willem_Odendaal.pdf
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(5) C. Tapia Garcia, 2002, Land reform in Namibia: 
economic versus socio-political rationale, http://
www.fao.org/docrep/007/y5639t/y5639t05.htm


(6) City of Johannesburg, http://www.joburg.org.za/
gds2040/20jan_deeds.php 


(7) David Ross, The Herald Scotland, http://
w w w . h e r a l d s c o t l a n d . c o m / n e w s /
13156583.Study_reveals_huge_benefits_of_comm
unity_land_ownership/


(8) h t t p s : / / w w w . g o o g l e . c o . z a / u r l ?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rj
a&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1qYKbg8jOAhWsD8AK
H Q W 2 B N I Q F g g 3 M A Q & u r l = h t t p % 3 A % 2 F
%2Fwww.fao.org%2Fdocrep%2F017%2Fi3114e
%2Fi3114e.pdf&usg=AFQjCNFRim7GkbPlzwNSV
U-agg3B5Lf45Q&bvm=bv.129759880,d.d2s 


(9) Landesa, http://www.landesa.org/wp-content/
uploads/Landesa-Women-and-Land-Issue-
Brief.pdf


(10) Evelyn Namubiru-Mwaura, 2014, Land Tenure And 
Gender: Approaches And Challenges For 
Strengthening Rural Women’s Land Rights: http://
www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/
d o c u m e n t / G e n d e r / N a m u b i r u - M w a u r a
% 2 0 2 0 1 4 . % 2 0 R u r a l % 2 0 Wo m e n % 2 0 a n d
%20Land%20Tenure.pdf


(11) Presentation by Guinea Member of Parliament, 
Pan African Parliament 2016.


(12) Evelyn Namubiru-Mwaura, 2014

(13) Same as (9)

(14) A. Knox, et al. USAID Issue Brief: Land Tenure, 

Property Rights, and HIV/AIDS 3-4 (2010).

(15) UNDP, ‘Voices and Visions: The Asia Pacific Court 

of Women on HIV, Inheritance and Property 
Rights,’ 2008.


(16) Tiffany Lu, Lindsey Zwicker, Zachary Kwena, 
Elizabeth Bukusi, Esther Mwaura-Muiru, and Shari 
L. Dworkin, ‘Assessing barriers and facilitators of 
implementing an integrated HIV prevention and 
property rights program in Western Kenya,’ AIDS 
Education and Prevention, Volume 25, Issue 2, 
April 2013, pp. 151–163


(17) R. Giovarelli, Gender and Land Tenure Reform, in 
ONE BILLION RISING 196 (R. Prosterman, et al. 
eds., Leiden U. Press 2009)


(18) (Same as (9) and (13) 

(19) The Constitution Of Kenya (2010). Art. 60(f); 

Tanzania Village Land Act (1999) art. 3(2). 
!
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!!
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

!
“Ebola Countries Implement Sendai Framework” (Evelyne Karanja, UNISDR): http://

www.unisdr.org/archive/49821 

“Disasters Linked to Climate Can Increase Risk of Armed Conflict” (Damian Carrington, 

The Guardian): https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/25/disasters-linked-to-
climate-can-increase-risk-of-armed-conflict  

“UN Flexes Tech Muscle to Fight Climate Change” (Magdalena Mis, Thomson Reuters 
Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160722165156-gis7n/  

“We’ve Made Huge Progress Reducing Poverty: Let’s Not Allow Climate Change to 
Reverse Those Gains” (Kofi Annan, World Economic Forum): https://www.weforum.org/
agenda/2016/07/kofi-annan-climate-change-poverty-africa   

“Heat Wave Deaths Could Rise As Climate Change Pushes Up Temperatures” (UNISDR 
P r e s s R e l e a s e ) : h t t p : / / w w w . p r e v e n t i o n w e b . n e t / n e w s / v i e w / 4 9 7 2 7 ?
&a=email&utm_source=pw_email 


“UN Warns of “Race Against Time” for 23 Million Drought-Stricken African 
Farmers” (Magdalena Mis, Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/
20160728125716-zmurh/ 


“Weaker La Niña Event Expected This Year, WMO Says” (Thomson Reuters Foundation): 
http://news.trust.org/item/20160728111202-z1us8/


“People Who Predict Floods Can’t Assume the Climate Isn’t Changing 
Anymore” (Marlene Cimons, Think Progress): https://thinkprogress.org/people-who-predict-
floods-cant-assume-the-climate-isn-t-changing-anymore-b2de1713a513#.hv8b50kdu 
!

!
SOUTHERN AFRICA !

“Southern African Bloc Declares Drought a Regional Disaster” (Umberto Bacchi, Thomson 
Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160726173509-5mkm4/  


“Sowing the Seeds of Resilience in Southern Africa’s Epic Drought” (Agnes Kalibata, 
Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160801080939-j201p/


“From Herdsmen To Central Bankers, Southern Africa Counts Drought Cost” (Ed 
Stoddard, Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160727124607-
xxb1o/
!

!
AID AND DEVELOPMENT 

!
“Be Careful What You Wish For” (Marc DuBois, IRIN): https://www.irinnews.org/opinion/

2016/08/08/be-careful-what-you-wish  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The following MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) and training opportunities 
are currently open. Register on these websites to find online quality education 
opportunities  

!
Indepth Research Services (Nairobi, Kenya): 

www.indepthresearch.org  

3-7 October 2016 (Registration deadline: 26 September 2016) 

-	 Training Course on Mainstreaming Gender into Community-Based Disaster Risk 
Management  


-	 Training Course on use of GIS and Remote Sensing in Disaster Risk Management 


-	 Training Course on GIS and Remote Sensing for Agricultural Resource Management 


-	 Training Course on GIS and Remote Sensing in Agriculture, Food Security and Climate 
Change 


10-14 October 2016 (Registration before 03 October 2016) 

-	 Training Course on Resilient Livelihoods 


-	 Training Course on Climate Change and Agriculture 


-	 Training Course on Disasters and Development  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!
!

COURSERA.ORG 

Starting Date: 29 September 2016 

-	 Online Course: “The Age of Sustainable Development”, Columbia University: 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/sustainable-development 


-     Online Course : “Epidemics: the Dynamics of Infectious Diseases”, The Pennsylvania 
State University: https://www.coursera.org/learn/epidemics  !

Starting Date: 05 September 2016  

-     Online Course : “Aids: Fear and Hope”, University of Michigan:  
https://www.coursera.org/learn/aids-fear-hope 


-	 Online Course: “Ebola: Essential Knowledge for Health Professionals”, University 
of Amsterdam, Utrecht University:  
https://www.coursera.org/learn/ebola-essentials-for-health-professionals 


Starting Date: 12 September 2016 

-	 Online Course: “Introduction to Global Health”, University of Copenhagen:  
https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-health-introduction  


!
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!
!
  
Get in touch! 

Address:  
Section 35, Constantia Square Office 
Park, 526, 16th Road, Midrand, South 
Africa	  

Phone number: +27 011-067-0321


E-mail: info@gravitazzcontinental.com


Website: www.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(English version) 
http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(French version) 

!

Follow us on Social Media! 

Gravitazz Continental


@Gravitaz_GCI 
 
GIDREM Disaster Reduction


 
DIMA Connect: https://a-better-
africa.com/show/dima-connect-
johannesburg-gauteng 


DIMA Connect (Whatsapp group): 
Please send us your whatsapp number to 
be added to the group.
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CONTACT US 

Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) specializes in 
disaster reduction and humanitarian emergencies. It has its offices in Midrand, South Africa, but 
covers the African continent. It was established to assist practitioners and decision-makers with 
practical hands-on strategies and approaches to disasters and other environmental challenges.


Please contact us should you wish to contribute to the next edition of our newsletter to be 
published early October or should you wish to engage with us in any way. We are also 
constantly looking to enrich our pool of consultants: kindly send your CV to 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com if you would like to be placed in our roster.


