
Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) September 2016

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - NO. 3 

!!

�1

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

September has come and gone and with it its own 
issues. One of the key events for September has 
been the earthquake experienced by Tanzania 
registering a 5.7 magnitude, which reportedly 
killed 13 people and injured more than 200 more. 
Tremors were felt as far as Rwanda, Burundi, 
Uganda and Kenya. In addition to the loss of lives, 
we must also take into account serious damage to 
vital infrastructure such as roads, hospitals and 
schools.   


Disasters do not care for borders and the event in 
Tanzania reminded us all that it could have 
affected any of the countries bordering Tanzania. 
The event therefore triggered fervent discussions 
amongst our network of Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) experts. Many argued for the creation of 
an African Standby Force, or in the least a sub-
regional Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) 
team, which could be deployed at short notice to 
respond to disasters like the one  experienced by 
Tanzania. Apart from poor bilateral/regional 
cooperation and funding gaps, the main 
challenges identified by our DIMA Connect 
members were the lack of equipment and the low 
implementation levels of existing preparedness 
and response plans. Sharing experiences from 
SADC and ECOWAS, our members recognized 
the need to overcome these concerns through 
increased collaboration and information 
sharing.


More than ever, African and regional unity should 
pave the way for improved disaster preparedness 
and response on the continent. We, at GIDREM, 
believe that it is time to move beyond discussions 
and walk the talk. We continue to emphasise our 
commitment to support such initiatives. 
 
Millan Atam,  
Managing Director, GIDREM
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The Disaster Risk Management 
Peer-Review Mechanism - 
Lessons from the Malawi 
Exercise - By Millan Atam !
It is now generally acknowledged that 
Disaster Risk Management (DRM) cannot be 
dissociated from development planning. The 
tendency in most African countries has been 
to treat disasters as an after-thought to other 
development priorities and often perceiving 
them as falling under the sole responsibility of 
some remote directorate or unit of a Ministry. 
Mainstream development actors do not see 
disaster risks as a common issue that 
requires the attention of all. Consequently, 
significant increase in the frequency of 
disasters and the rising economic costs 
involved in responding to them has caused 
State authorities to wake up to the fact that 
disaster preparedness is everyone’s business 
and needs to be taken seriously. This has 
been further highlighted by increased media 
interest and coverage of d isasters . 
Governance therefore is a crucial element in 
Disaster Risk Management - reason for its 
prioritization in the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015 – 
2030 (1). 


As part of the drive to make governance a 
cornerstone of DRM, the Hyogo Framework 

for Action (HFA) 2005 – 2015 (2) was 
accompanied by the HFA Monitor, which 
enabled countries to monitor and report on 
progress made towards the implementation 
of the HFA. This was an auto-evaluation 
process carried out through the use of an 
online tool, developed by the UN Institute 
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 
Over its ten year span, some 40 African 
countries used the HFA Monitor at least 
once over different reporting cycles, while 
in the last HFA cycle of reporting (2013-15), 
a total of 30 countries submitted reports (as 

of end of February 2015) (3). 


However, auto-evaluation also means that 
often countries were not very objective in 
tracking their own progress and challenges. 
This weakness in the process therefore 
engendered the idea of peer reviews (4). Peer 
reviewing has constituted an important part 
of academic research for close to three 
centuries (5). On the African continent, 
perhaps the best known peer review tool is 
the African Peer Review Mechanism 
(APRM) which came into force in 2003 and 
which focuses on good governance among 
member states (6). The APRM is based on a 
"se l f -assessment" quest ionna i re (7 ) 
developed by the APR Secretariat and 
comprises of a five-step evaluation process. 
Its membership is open to member countries 
of the African Union and is done on a 
voluntary basis. So far, 33 out of 54 African 
countries have acceded to the APRM. As a 
follow-up to the self-assessment, governance 
experts from member AU countries carry out 
periodic assessments of these countries to 
ascertain their adherence to the agreed 
governance benchmarks. 


The idea of peer review is therefore not a new 
one, but was adopted to suit the particular 
purpose of assessing Disaster Risk 
Management at country level.


!
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The SADC Peer Review Initiative 

In December 2015, Malawi became the first 
African country and only the fourth globally to 
undergo a Peer Review on Disaster Risk 
Reduction. Following the Sendai Conference 
for Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015, 
c o u n t r i e s o f t h e S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n 
Development Community (SADC) decided to 
establish a Peer Review Mechanism for the 
region and Malawi volunteered to be 
assessed first. 


Though the first peer-review initiative on DRR 
on the African continent, the idea of peer 
reviewing disaster risk management had 
already been introduced elsewhere. The 
European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction 
had already introduced peer reviewing of 
national implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework in Europe, with pilot reviews of 
HFA undertaken by the United Kingdom and 
Finland in 2012 and 2013 respectively. While 
in Central America, Panama organized a peer 
review exercise in January 2015.


The Malawi exercise therefore was a pilot that 
gave Af r ican DRR pract i t ioners the 
opportunity to test the assessment tools 
based on the cr i ter ia of the Hyogo 
Framework from an African perspective.


The Malawi Process 

The ten-day exercise was comprised of a 
team from the SADC member-states of 
Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe, 
accompanied by officials from the SADC and 
UNISDR. The major objective of the mission 
was to assess the country’s progress in the 
implementation of the national disaster risk 
management programme under the Hyogo 
Framework for Action (2005-2015). 


It took place just months after the Flood 
Disaster which cost about 300 lives and 
left over 230,000 internally displaced in 
Malawi. At the time, Malawi had also just 
finalized the adoption of its Disaster Risk 
Management Policy and its Disaster Risk 
Management Bill was being drafted. It was 
therefore expected that the Peer-Review 
Exercise would help the country and its 
stakeholders in putting the various existing 
legislative instruments into action. Preliminary 
findings from the evaluation report found that 

there was a rich DRM policy framework but 
that implementation was poor, while Disaster 
Risk Information was unstandardised and 
fragmented. The report also drew attention to 
the minimal translation of the abundant DRM 
knowledge into action. The task team further 
highlighted the multiple DRM programmes 
being implemented, but pointed to the limited 
r isk-sens i t ive deve lopment and low 
enforcement of risk reduction initiatives such 
as undertaking mandatory Environmental 
I m p a c t A s s e s s m e n t s p r i o r t o t h e 
implementation of any project. Finally, they 
found that despite being a multi-hazardous 
country, Malawi had low preparedness levels 
for all these hazards. 


An Assessment of the Assessment  

Such exercises give national stakeholders a 
fresh perspective on their work and helps 
them reorient and reprior it ize where 
necessary. The Peer-Review exercise was 
therefore an opportunity for Malawi to 
improve where there were weaknesses and 
consolidate gains. However, the process itself 
exhibited a few weaknesses which call for 
improvement for future endeavours.


-‐	   With a long list of recommendations in 
the preliminary report, the team 
should have prioritized about three 
burning issues which needed 
immediate attention.


-‐	   Over six months after the mission, the 
final report had still not been 
submitted, thus defeating the purpose 
of the exercise.


-‐	   Selection of team members was not 
based on any set criteria. This 
therefore found participation from 
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individuals who were not familiar with 
the field of work and others who were 
not conversant in English (Malawi’s 
official language is English and the 
exercise was to be conducted in 
English).


-‐	   The assessment team was not 
prepared in advance for the mission 
and only discussed methodology on 
arrival on the field. 


-‐	   Logistics arrangements were also 
quite weak rendering the mission 
quite cumbersome for both the team 
and the hosts. 


Moving Forward 

Malawi was a useful learning exercise for the 
SADC in particular and for the African 
continent as a whole. While there might have 
been some challenges, it offered some 
valuable lessons for the future and hopefully 
DRM colleagues in Malawi will be part of 
future endeavours to share their experiences. 
It is crucial however that the following be 
considered moving forward:


-‐	   Allocating ample time for mission 
preparations and ensuring that  
selection of members is carefully 
considered.


-‐	   Planning for Mission Comprising 
Large Groups requires careful 
logistics planning. Clarity on roles and 
responsibilities is needed right from 
the beginning.


-‐	   Include civil society actors for 
shadow reporting. This helps in 
enriching the information garnered.


-‐	   Inviting and including the private 
sector can help with funding these 
missions.


Conclusion 

In conclusion, the Malawi process has finally 
set the ball rolling for the African continent. 
This paper reiterates the importance of Peer 
Reviews as a means for national actors to 
take DRM ser ious ly and to ensure 
implementation in order to be scored highly 
vis-à-vis their peers. While the first peer 

rev iew had been done aga ins t the 
benchmarks of the Hyogo Framework, there 
is now opportunity to maximize the 
achievements of the Sendai Framework by 
2030. The Sendai Framework has clearly 
outlined seven targets which will have to be 
reached globally and four priorities which 
each country must consider. In order to meet 
them, we cannot afford to conduct one Peer 
Review per year. We need to do more.  

!
About the writer: 
Millan Atam is the Managing Director at 
GIDREM. He is responsible for coordinating 
and leading the company’s activities and 
building relationships with  DRR stakeholders.  
Contact: millan@gravitazzcontinental.com  
  
Sources: 
(1) The SFDRR was adopted during the Global 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in 
Japan and will span from 2015 to 2030. It is 
the g loba l f ramework gu id ing the 
implementation of Disaster Risk Reduction.


(2) The HFA preceded Sendai and spanned 
from 2005 - 2015


(3) UNISDR  : Peer Review for the Effective 
Implementation of National DRR Actions


(4) Peer review  is the evaluation of work by 
one or more people of similar competence 
to the producers of the work (peers). It 
constitutes a form of self-regulation by 
qualified members of a profession within 
the relevant field. Peer review methods are 
employed to maintain standards of quality, 
improve performance, and provide 
credibility.


(5) Most often authors date the advent of what 
we now call editorial peer review to the 
1 7 5 2 R o y a l S o c i e t y o f L o n d o n ’s 
development of a “Committee on Papers” 
to oversee the review of text for publication 
in the journal  Philosophical Transactions. 
Others insist the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh had a similar system in place as 
early as 1731. Peer review predates the 
invention of the scholarly journal.


(6) http://aprm-au.org/   

(7) h t t p : / / a p r m - a u . o rg / p u b l i c a t i o n s ?

nXerGdt=12 
!!
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“ B u i l d i n g B a c k B e t t e r ” : 
Creating Synergies Between 
Relief and Development in the 
Post-Disaster Response - By 
Elodie Hut 
 
The notion of “building back better” first 
appeared following the reconstruction of 
Aceh, Indonesia, after the deadly 2004 
earthquake and tsunami. It recently regained 
momentum following the adoption of the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR). But what 
does “building back better” mean and imply 
exac t l y, and how does i t p romote 
construct ive synergies between the 
humanitarian and development fields, which 
traditionally promote different approaches?


 
Where Does “Building Back Better” Stand 
Amongst the Four Phases of Disaster Risk 
Management?


Disaster Risk Management (DRM) is known 
to be comprised of the following phases: 
prevention/mitigation, preparedness, 
response and recovery (see figure 1: PPRR 
Risk Management Model) (1). While the two 
first phases are aimed at mitigating disaster 
risks, the two remaining ones are aimed at 
addressing the effects of disasters. The 
Sendai Framework and the Disaster Risk 
Reduction community have reinforced the 
idea that we need to invest more in 
preventive measures than in being reactive. 
While prevention and mitigation actions are 
often linked to development initiatives, 
response and recovery are very much 
associated with humanitarian work. The 
notion of “building back better” seeks to 
bridge the gap between the humanitarian 
and development sectors, by creating 
synergies and promoting more sustainability 
and resilience in emergency responses. 


If we look at recovery as the “restoration and 
improvement of facilities, livelihoods and 
l iv ing condit ions of disaster-affected 

communities, including efforts to reduce 
disaster risk factors” (2), it becomes clear that 
“building back better” can contribute to a 
long-term solution, while addressing more 
pressing post-disaster needs.   


Linking Rel ief to Development: A 
Prerequisite to Improved Disaster Risk 
Management 

Although humanitarian and development 
approaches seem to differ – and sometimes 
clash – to this day, practitioners have been 
acknowledging the need to work together 
since the 1980s. From the concept of 
“L i nk ing Re l i e f , Rehab i l i t a t i on and 
Development” (LRRD) to that of “early 
recovery” or “resilience”, these efforts have 
culminated in the creation of the Good 
Humanitarian Donorship (GHD) Initiative in 
2003, in the adoption of the 2005 Paris 
Declaration on aid effectiveness and of the 
related Accra Agenda for Action.  
 
Humanitarian and development work are 
essentially interconnected. For instance, 
looking at the situation of displaced 
populat ions, even though immediate 
response must focus on providing direct 
assistance to people in need – such as food 
or shelter – it is also crucial to promote a 
longer-term approach which includes creating 
livelihood opportunities to increase their 
resilience (which would encompass access to 
livelihood, education and basic rights 
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Fig. 1: PPRR Risk Management Model
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amongst others). The restoration of 
livelihoods and other basic social rights is 
already an introduction to “building back 
better”. 


This need for a clear and efficient continuum 
between relief and development also exists 
in the more field of Disaster Risk Reduction. 


What Does “Building Back Better” Mean? 

Building back better goes hand in hand with 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) (3) as it 
a d v o c a t e s f o r t h e “ re s t o r a t i o n o f 
communities and assets in a manner that 
makes them less vulnerable to disasters and 
strengthens their resilience” (4). Following a 
disaster, one can never expect a speedy 
return to the status quo. “Enhancing disaster 
preparedness for effective response and to 
“Bui ld back bet te r” in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction” is one of 
the four priorities of action of the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030, along with “Understanding risk”, 
“Strengthening disaster risk governance to 
manage disaster risk” and “Investing in 
disaster risk reduction for resilience”.


Building back better can literally mean 
emphasizing on rebuilding infrastructure that 
would be made more resistant to future 
shocks of the same nature. However, this far-
reaching concept also encompasses social, 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l , e c o n o m i c , 
architectural and political processes. For 
instance, the World Health Organization 

(WHO) presented sustainable mental health 
care as a way of “building back better 
systems” following emergencies in a 2013 
report (5).  Indeed, conflicts, disasters and 
other violent shocks are often seen as 
traumatic experiences which can impact the 
well-being and resilience levels of recovering 
communities. Either way, this means “building 
back better” is seen through a holistic lens 
and as an opportunity to create increasingly 
sustainable systems and partnerships as well 
as resilient communities in the face of crises. 
Specifically, “building back better” can 

include institutional capacity building 
efforts, the promotion of a wider 
access to basic health services, the 
creation livelihood opportunities, as 
well as conflict-resolution initiatives, 
amongst others.


One part icular report from the 
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
(6) provides useful insight on the 
meaning of the term using the 
fo l lowing d isasters as st r ik ing 
examples: the 2004 Indian Ocean 
tsunami, the 2008 Cyclone Nargis in 
Myanmar and the 2010 earthquake in 
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Building Resilient Cities 

 “Building back better” is all about advocating 
for preparedness and resilience. This is 
particularly important in densely populated 
areas such as urban centers, which are 
proportionately more exposed to disaster-
related damage in terms of loss of lives, 
destruction of infrastructure, environmental 
impact and spread of disease for instance. 
Building resilient cities should be part of the 
strategy when trying to prepare for, as well as 
recover from, disasters. This can include 
building safety plans, identifying potential 
hazards and contingency plans and first aid as a 
crucial skill for all residents. This is all about 
promoting resilient systems that will actively 
contribute to reducing disaster risk in urban 
centers. In developing countries, it is key to 
include slums and disadvantaged communities 
in contingency planning and programming as 
they often are the prime urban victims of 
disasters due to unfavorable living conditions. 
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Haiti. In Aceh (Indonesia) for instance, large 
cash-for-work and shelter interventions were 
implemented following the tsunami, while the 
response in Haiti included territorial, 
economic, social and institutional rebuilding, 
and focused on preventive disaster risk 
education and training in Myanmar. Another 
report published by the European Union and 
the UNISDR provides further case studies 
and examples of “building back better” in 
countries such as India, Indonesia, Maldives 
and Sri Lanka (7).


Disasters, a “Window of Opportunity” for 
Reform 

In addition to the loss of lives, we must not 
overlook the economic losses associated 
with disasters. Preparedness and resilience 
should therefore be seen as an investment for 
the future as they contribute to reducing the 
long-term economic costs of disasters and to 
accelerating human development. National 
budgets aimed at disaster risk reduction must 
be increased, and the private sector must be 
involved in bridging these financial gaps, as 
part of their corporate social strategy. 


Another way forward would be to invest 
further in efficient capacity building. 
Community-based approaches are one of the 
best ways to prevent disasters, which is why 
communities need to be supported in 
identifying and responding to their 
own needs through inclusive 
capacity building projects. The 
NGO Practical Action has for 
instance created a toolkit for 
practitioners which focuses on 
People-Centered Reconstruction 
by and for poor people in urban 
and rural locations (8). National 
and local governments are also in 
need of being further capacitated, 
whether in terms of skills of 
e q u i p m e n t . C o m m u n i t y 
preparedness and resilience-
building actions have so much 
potential on the future well-being 
of potentially-at-risk populations 
that it would be irresponsible not to 
invest in them. 


Conclusion 

The notion of “building back better” is in 
essence subjective and, as such, can raise 
some ethical dilemmas (9). It is therefore vital 
to take into account the opinion of the 
affected populations through a participatory 
p ro c e s s s o a s t o e n s u re t h a t t h e 
“improvements” that are advocated for 
actually benefit the main beneficiaries of 
these initiatives and do not promote any 
hidden political, social or economic agenda. 
Besides, in light of the billions of dollars 
raised and spent on post-disaster recovery 
by governments and aid agencies, special 
efforts must be pursued in order to building 
back “better” as well as “responsibly”, 
avoiding corruption at all costs. 


The idea that efficient and effective recovery 
must lead to sustainable development should 
therefore be further advocated for, even more 
so at national levels. Disasters should be 
seen as an “opportunity” to improve systems, 
programmes and policies rather than a 
“calamity”. Investing in the future and 
adopting a long-term vision aiming at 
mitigating the effects of existing disaster risks 
is essential: disasters will always form a part 
of our reality and lead to destruction, death 
and devastation.


!
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About the writer: 
Elodie Hut is the Research and Business 
Development Manager at GIDREM. She is 
responsible for creating and researching 
content on disaster-related issues, as well as 
for identifying and implementing business 
opportunities (consultancies, trainings, etc.) 
f o r t h e i n s t i t u t e . C o n t a c t : 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com !!
Sources: 
(1) These phases are notably used by the US 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), as well as in the Hyogo Framework 
for Action (HFA). 


(2) UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (14-18 March 2015, Sendai, Japan) 
Issue Brief: Reconstructing after disasters: 
Building back better - Ministerial Roundtable: 
http://www.wcdrr.org/uploads/Concept-
Note_MR_Reconstructing-After-Disasters.pdf 


(3) The UNISDR describes DRR as “the concept 
and practice of reducing disaster risks through 
systematic efforts to analyse and manage the 
causal factors of disasters, including through 
reduced exposure to hazards, lessened 
vulnerability of people and property, wise 
management of land and the environment, 
and improved preparedness for adverse 
events”.


(4) See (2)

(5) World Health Organization, Building Back 

Better: Sustainable Mental Health Care After 
Emergencies, 2013, http://www.who.int/
m e n t a l _ h e a l t h / e m e r g e n c i e s /
building_back_better/en/ 


(6) FAN Lilianne, Humanitarian Policy Group 
( H P G ) Wo r k i n g P a p e r : D i s a s t e r a s 
opportunity? Building back better in Aceh, 
Myanmar and Haiti, November 2013: https://
www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/
publications-opinion-files/8693.pdf 


(7) European Union, UNISDR, May 2010: Building 
Back Better for Next Time: Experiences and 
Lessons Learnt from the Project “Building 
Resilience to Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean”: 
h t t p : / / w w w . u n i s d r . o r g / fi l e s /
14499_buildingbackbetterforthenexttime.pdf 


(8) http://practicalaction.org/build-back-better  

(9) See (3)
!
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Drought-Induced Losses in the 
Agricultural Sector: The Case 
of Climate Change Implications 
in Zambia— By Hermine Ilunga 
Sub-Saharan Africa remains the world’s most 
food-insecure region, characterized by high 
levels of child mortality and poverty and low 
levels of human and physical capital (1). It is 
estimated that one person out of four in Sub-
Saharan Af r ica i s es t imated to be 
undernourished today compared to a ratio of 
one out of three in 1990-92 (2) and because 
most Sub-Saharan African economies - e.g 
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia - are driven 
primarily by agriculture, the impact of 
meteorological droughts are direct and result 
in economic loss (3).
!
This article looks at the impact of droughts 
and how they worsen food insecurity efforts 
in the Agricultural Sector. The magnitude of 
this kind of disaster is quantified in different 
forms of losses. Economically speaking, the 

effect of climate change in the form of 
droughts and floods on the Agricultural 
sector becomes a subject of key interest as 
countries with vast tracts of land are 
dependent on adequate use of land to grow 
their economies. Focusing on Zambia, this 
article highlights the notion of economic 
losses in the Agricultural Sector as a result of 
seasonal droughts which are on the rise due 
to climate change.
!
Country Background: Land, Agricultural 
Production and Climate Variability !
Zambia is a landlocked country, located in 
the southern part of the African continent. 
Sitting on 752,600 sq. km of land space, the 
country has large tracts of land for 
agricultural activities. Dating back to colonial 
times, Zambia has had a long history of 
commercial agricultural production (4). The 
country has been viewed as an agricultural 
hub that not only boasted fertile land but also 
displayed a vast outlay of underutilised land. 
Despite a decade of economic growth, two-
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thirds of Zambia’s population is poor, with 
half living in extreme poverty.
!
Eighty percent of Zambia’s rural population 
depends on subsistence farming on 
c u s t o m a r y l a n d f o r s u r v i v a l a n d 
approximately 1.1 million small-scale farm 
households cultivate on average just one 
hectare each (5). When it comes to levels of 
agricultural production, they are said to be 
low, primarily due to various factors such as 
policy interventions and weather, therefore 
increasing the number of people vulnerable to 
food insecurity (6). At the forefront of issues 
affecting agricultural production in Zambia 
are droughts and flooding, which are fairly 
common disasters. Furthermore, only one-
fifth of arable land for the purpose of 
cultivation and crop production is said to be 
irrigated and isolated provinces lack 
adequate infrastructure (7).
!
Zambia’s most cultivated crops by small 
scale farmers are maize, sorghum, rice, millet 
and cassava, which also happen to be the 
country’s staple food.  In the 1960s, Zambia 
was at the forefront of the 'Green Revolution', 
yielding high levels of hybrid maize yields (8). 
Other cult ivations include cash crop 
alternatives by commercial farmers, such as 
soya beans. Zambia's major export crops 
include tobacco (98% of which is exported), 
cotton, tea and coffee. Additionally, by 2012, 
the floriculture industry was one of the 
country’s fastest growing export industries, 
exporting approximately US $ 40 million of 
roses per annum (9). 


!
It is estimated that Zambia’s agricultural 
sector alone contributes to approximately 
one-fifth (18-20%) of the country’s total Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) (10). This sector is of 
great importance given that the country relies 
on land as an earning source of foreign 
currency. Other natural resources that 
contribute to the country’s economic growth 
are copper, minerals, precious metals and 
stones which have previously accounted for 
nearly 70% of Zambia’s export, and a further 
10% of exports in cotton and sugar (11). 
!
Contextualising Losses: Droughts and 
their Effects on Agriculture in Zambia !
As mentioned earlier, for a country that 
depends on its land and natural resources, it 
is imperative that Zambia finds itself in a 
favourable environmental situation. This is 
however difficult to imagine, considering 
climate change effects are on the rise and are 
a global concern. In this regard, what exactly 
do we mean by drought-induced losses in the 
agricultural sector? We could firstly define 
what Loss and Damage entails. According to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), Loss and 
Damage can be viewed as the actual and/or 
potential manifestation of impacts associated 
with climate change in developing countries 
that negatively affect human and natural 
systems (12). By the end of 2015, Zambia’s 
currency had weakened, paired with low 
levels of e lectr ic i ty and agr icultural 
production. To address these challenges, the 
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country’s National Food Reserve Agency 
resolved to sell its maize reserves to Zambian 
millers only (13). 
!
Drought Effects in Zambia 

Zambia’s agriculture largely depends on 
rainfall, which has had unpleasant yet 
inevitable consequences. Due to worsening 
climate conditions since the 1990s, mainly 
due to notable droughts in 1991/92 and 
2004/05, the agricultural sector was hit and 
experienced the damaging of many crops. 
Droughts aren’t the only problem the country 
has faced; floods have had a role to play in 
agricultural outcomes. 


In 2007 and 2010, floods hit Zambia, affecting 
over 2,000 households. The impact of 
droughts and floods in Zambia led to a 
significant decrease in productivity levels, 
also seen in the fisheries, wildlife and tourism 
sectors (14). In 2010, a study conducted  by 
the Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
highlighted high levels of  food insecurity and 
vulnerability, estimating that 1 million 
Zambians were unable to meet their food 
requirements as a result of crop failure 
induced by flooding (15). These low crop 
production levels and subsequent high food 
insecurity levels put the country in a position 
for food relief and in this regard the Federal 
Republic of Germany made the initial 
contr ibut ion to the UN Wor ld Food 
Programme's emergency food operation in 
Zambia, granting DM 4.2 million to assist 
communities affected by the combination of 
drought and floods (16).


Indeed, droughts have disrupted the 
hyd ropower supp l i es on wh ich 
electricity systems are reliant (17) and to 
resolve the issue of water reliance, 
Zambia decided to look to the sun. In 
2016, the plan to build two solar 
projects was underway (18). For Zambia, 
particularly in the more volatile regions 
of southern Zambia, the future rainfall 
patterns are unpredictable with a high 
chance of an occurrence of intra-
seasonal droughts. This also means a 
likely increase in livelihoods vulnerability 
and decreased viability of rain-fed crop 
production for communal land holders 
and for the agricultural sector at large 
(19).


Conclusion !
The measure of economic losses as a result 
of climate change is challenging but it is 
evident that the impact of climate change in 
Zambia is felt in the agricultural sector and 
continues to pose a threat on its growth and 
development considering the country’s 
economy is heavily dependent on its 
agricultural production and exports. For a 
developing country such as Zambia, it is 
imperative that sufficient measures are put in 
place to address climate change, implying 
improved policies, climate change education, 
as well as adaptation and mitigation efforts.

Adaptation which comprises of infrastructure 
decisions will require a combination of great 
foresight and planning. Adaptation is seen to 
provide local benefits that can be realised in 
short periods of time. Other aspects of 
adaptation require public goods delivering 
g loba l benefits , inc lud ing improved 
information about the climate system and 
more climate-resilient crops and technologies 
(20). 
!
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015–2030 (SFDRR), adopted by 
187 countries in Sendai, Japan, has 
reinforced the commitment to building 
disaster resilience.   For Zambia, in order to 
protect the agricultural sector from Loss and 
Damage and for the country’s preparedness, 
it is essential that the building of resilient 
communities continues. Building resilient 
communities will ensure Zambia is prepared 
and adapting to changing conditions 
associated with climate change, natural 
disasters, and other systemic shocks (21).
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!
As suggested by Stern Review, a change in 
behaviour may come as a solution to 
Zambia’s agricultural sector. Agricultural 
diversification has been argued to be a 
solution to Zambia’s economic growth 
because Zambia has for several years been 
dependent on a mono crop, maize to be 
part icular. International Development 
Organisations (IDOs), the National Farmers 
Union and other national agricultural 
organisations, along with the Government, 
are promoting the cultivation of other crops 
such as soya beans, cow peas, groundnuts, 
mixed beans and cassava, which have are a 
massive potential income source, considering 
they are of high value but are currently 
produced in small quantities. Siciabi Mooya 
states: “In order to convince the farmer to 
diversify their crops, market access and price 
information must be affordable and readily 
available. Furthermore, the farmer will require 
a lot of training, re-training and access 
extension services. This requires a proper and 
well defined policy structure with definite 
objectives and desired outcomes measurable 
within the overall agricultural framework for 
sustainable development vis-a-vis the 
millennium development goals” (22).
!
About the writer: 

Hermine Ilunga is the Coordinator of GCI. She is 
responsible for primary research, advocacy and 
funding for the organization. She is also 
responsible for coordinating the Africa Coalition 
Against Land Grabs (ACALAG).Contact: 
hermine@gravitazzci.org !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Youth Workshop on Land 
Governance (Pretoria, 31 
August 2016) 
Participants shared their 
concerns on customary land 
issues and land reform on the 
continent, calling for change 
in the management of land 
and for the involvement of 
t h e y o u t h i n t h e s e 
p r o c e s s e s . T h e y a l s o 
exp ressed the need to 
advocate for an education 
reform that would see the youth take an interest in Agriculture, believing this idea would 
result in a significant increase in local investments, and therefore in having a better chance at 
community development and sustainable growth. Youth representatives would like to see 
monthly initiatives that teach the youth how to farm because the when land is re-distributed or 
land ownership and access are achieved, most beneficiaries do not know how to adequately 
and effectively make use of the land that has been given to them. It is therefore essential that 
the youth are considered in development planning as their inputs would add great value to 
decision-making processes. !
Open discussion on International Aid and Development (Johannesburg, Monday 26 
September 2016) 
The event focused on Africa’s heavy dependence on International Aid and reflected on the 
issues, both internal and external, that continue to dampen Africa’s growth ability. Speaking at 
the event was Cletus Suhfree Suh, author of the book: “Africa: Where Did We Go Wrong?”.


Some of the points highlighted by participants  during this insightful event included:

• Unequal status and power relations 

between countries in terms of 
economic and political strengths has 
resulted in foreign aid or foreign 
direct investments causing more 
poverty in African states.

• There is a need to deal with 
corruption to address development 
fall backs as aid and resources are 
not directed to the right channels. In 
this regard, foreign aid has not 
benefited the poor but has instead 
benefited the elite. 

• Aid dependency continues to put 
Africa in debt which perpetuates 
poverty considering African countries 
remain in a merry go round for years 
repaying debts, instead of investing 
in and growing the economy.

• Foreign aid will likely be beneficial 

in Africa if it is provided on a 50/50 
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basis, debated by a committee of African people and on steady economic basis between 
the two countries. It was also suggested that Africa countries move away from the 
dependency syndrome and works towards supporting each other.


•	
 It is also imperative that aid received in Africa is for the right purpose: African states need 
to be strategic on what sectors require aid and boost these sectors (e.g technology and 
health) as this would result in increased capacity and growth.


•	
 The idea that African intellectuals are also needed in leadership roles was raised and the 
current profit maximization mindset by the youth should shift towards inclusive and 
sustainable growth. 
!

GCI would like to once again thank Oxfam SA, for providing us with the venue. 	  !!!
Corruption Watch The Lens Interview (Midrand, Friday 30 September 2016) !
The interview took place between Ms. Hermine Ilunga, Coordinator of the Africa Coalition 
Against Land Grabs, and Talitha Hlaka of Indigo Media.	  !
The points of discussion were:


•	
 T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Criminal Court’s recent 
d e c i s i o n t o s t a r t 
focusing on crimes 
linked to environmental 
destruction, the illegal 
exploitation of natural 
resources and unlawful 
dispossession of land.


•	
 Corruption and land 
grab allegations of the 
Kenyan vice president 
William Ruto.


•	
 The recently passed 
S o u t h A f r i c a n 
Expropriation Bill and 
Compensation	  !

The link to the full video interview will be available next month and published in our 
October newsletter. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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!
Horn of Africa 

“Kenya Close to Ending Drought Crises, Says Local Scientist Award Winner” (Katy 
Migiro, Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160830110839-4ywpu 


“UN Worried La Niña Will Worsen “Dire” Drought in Somalia” (Katy Migiro, Thomson 
Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160901153304-z5u7x/  


“Building Resilience to Drought: Learning from Experience in the Horn of Africa” (Global 
Water Partnership, World Meterorological Organization, Intergovernmental Authority on 
D e v e l o p m e n t ) : h t t p : / / w w w . d r o u g h t m a n a g e m e n t . i n f o / l i t e r a t u r e /
GWP_HOA_Building_Resilience_to_Drought_2016.pdf 
!

Southern Africa 
“Climate Change on the Front Line, in Rural Zimbabwe” (Obi Anyadike, IRIN): http://

www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/09/26/climate-change-front-line-rural-zimbabwe 

“As Drought Hits Zambian Harvests, Food Prices are on the Rise” (Danstan Kaunda, 

Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160908075532-5iyjl/

“Smarter Farming Could Cut Hunger in Drought-Hit Southern Africa” (Busani Bafana, 

Thomson Reuters Foundation) : http://news.trust.org/item/20160915140912-vus95/

“Tsunami-Aware Tourism in the Seychelles” (Brigitte Leoni, UNISDR): http://

www.unisdr.org/archive/50140 

“Mauritius Tests Life-Saving Skills in the Face of Air Disasters” (UNISDR): http://

www.unisdr.org/archive/50196 

“Welfare Impacts of Climate Shocks: Evidence from Tanzania” (FAO): http://www.fao.org/

3/a-i6000e.pdf  

“Flood Mapping for Disaster Risk Reduction: Obtaining High-Resolution Imagery to Map 

and Model Flood Risks in Dar es Salaam - Tanzania” (ECHO): http://
www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/50304?&a=email&utm_source=pw_email
!

West Africa 
“Senegal Embraces Technology in Disaster Risk Reduction” (Awa Diedhiou, UNISDR): 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive/50234 

“Extreme Flooding Predicted to Hit Mali’s Inner Niger Delta” (Megan Rowling, Thomson 

Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160912104620-bops2/

“Irrigation Turns Drought to Cash for Cameroon’s Vegetable Farmers” (Elias Ntungwe 

N g a l a m e , T h o m s o n R e u t e r s F o u n d a t i o n ) : h t t p : / / n e w s . t r u s t . o rg / i t e m /
20160914075933-72p0a/


“Climate Change-Induced Loss and Damage in the Gambia: An Investigation of Impacts 
on the Gambia Farming Community” (International Centre for Climate Change and 
Development): http://www.icccad.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Gambia-LD-Policy-
Brief-1st-draft.pdf
!

Others 
“Agriculture Investment Yields Growth and Nutrition Gains for Africa” (Isaiah Esipisu, 

Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/20160906000305-vfqtc/ 

“Are Drought-Resistant Crops in Africa the Tech Fix They’re Cracked Up to Be?” (Oliver 

Balch, The Guardian): https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/sep/02/
drought-resistant-crops-gm-africa-monsanto-syngenta-dupont 
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“Human Migration As Climate Change Adaptation Strategy” (Elisa Jiménez Alonso, 
Acclimatise): http://acclimatise.uk.com/network/article/human-migration-as-climate-change-
adaptation-strategy 


“How a Climate Crisis Can Lead Government and Farmers Towards Joint Planning and 
Response” (Stephanie Midgley, ACDI): http://acdi.uct.ac.za/blog/how-climate-crisis-can-
lead-government-and-farmers-towards-joint-planning-and-response 


“A Perfect Storm: Climate Change and Overfishing” (Jared Ferrie, IRIN): https://
www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/09/19/perfect-storm-climate-change-and-overfishing
!

DISEASE CONTROL 
“Climate Change Threatens to Double Malaria Risk From African Dams, Say 

Researchers” (Magda Mis, Thomson Reuters Foundation): http://news.trust.org/item/
20160905000313-zrxco/ 


“Yellow Fever Outbreak in Congo, Angola Bigger Than Thought - WHO” (Reuters): http://
news.trust.org/item/20160831193114-ob9z8/
!

CASE STUDIES AND REPORTS 
“Collaboration for Resilience: How Collaboration among Business, Government and 

NGOs could be the Key to Living with Turbulence and Change in the 21st 
Century” (Mark Smith, International Union for Conservation of Nature - IUCN): https://
portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2016-047.pdf 


“Evaluating Sovereign Disaster Risk Finance Strategies - A Framework” (World Bank 
Group): http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/430111468184437717/pdf/
WPS7721.pdf 


“Migration and Protracted Crises: Addressing the Root Causes and Building Resilient 
Agricultural Livelihoods” (FAO): http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6101e.pdf  


“Resilience Building: A Guide to Flood, Cyclone, Earthquake, Drought and Safe Schools 
Programming” (Act ionaid) : ht tp: / /www.act ionaid.org/s i tes/fi les/act ionaid/
2 0 1 6 _ r e s i l i e n c e _ b u i l d i n g _ -
_a_guide_to_flood_cyclone_drought_earthquake_programming.pdf   


“Children, Young People and Flooding: Recovery and Resilience” (Save the Children, 
Lancaster University): http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/cyp-floodrecovery/files/2016/09/Children-
Young-People-and-Flooding-Final-Report.pdf 


“2015-2016 El Niño: Early Action and Response for Agriculture, Food Security and 
Nutrition” (FAO): http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6049e.pdf 


“Africa Agriculture Status Report 2016: Progress Towards Agricultural Transformation in 
Africa” (Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa - AGRA): http://reliefweb.int/sites/
reliefweb.int/files/resources/assr.pdf 


“Agriculture and Food Insecurity Risk Management in Africa” (FAO): http://www.fao.org/3/
a-i5936e.pdf 
!

EXPERIENCES FROM THE REST OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD !
“How Ready Are Indian Ocean Nations for the Next Big Tsunami?” (Jared Ferrie, IRIN): 

https://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/09/07/how-ready-are-indian-ocean-nations-next-big-
tsunami 


“Bangladeshi Farmers Drown in Debt As Floods Destroy Crops” (Farid Ahmed, IRIN): 
https://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/09/08/bangladeshi-farmers-drown-debt-floods-
destroy-crops 


“Charity Overhaul in China, But Only With Government Approval” (Joanna Chiu, IRIN): 
https://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/09/21/charity-overhaul-china-only-government-
approval 


“Philippines Has Built Only 1% of Homes Promised After Typhoon Haiyan” (David Doyle, 
IRIN): https://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/09/29/philippines-has-built-only-1-homes-
promised-after-typhoon-haiyan 
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!
Indepth Research Services (Nairobi, Kenya): 

www.indepthresearch.org  

10-14 October 2016 (Registration before 03 
October 2016) 

-	 Training Course on Resilient Livelihoods 


-	 Training Course on GIS and Remote 
Sensing for Climate Change Impact 
Analysis and Adaptation !

EDX.ORG 

Starting Date: 5 November 2016 

-	 Online Course: “A Resilient Future: Science and Technology for Disaster Risk Reduction”, 
Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne: 
https://www.edx.org/course/resilient-future-science-technology-epflx-tech4drr#


!
!

EVENTS  

11-12 October 2016 
Fourth National Symposium on Disaster Risk Reduction (Kenya) 
Hosted by: Government of Kenya, Kenya Red Cross Society, UNDP Kenya, UNISDR 
Regional Office for Africa


13 October 2016 
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 

5 November  
World Tsunami Awareness Day 

21-25 November 2016 
- Sixth Africa Regional Platform and Fifth High Level Meeting on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (Mauritius) 
Hosted by: Government of Mauritius, African Union Commission (AUC), Southern African 
Development Community (SADC), UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 

!
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!
!
  
Get in touch! 

Address:  
Section 35, Constantia Square Office 
Park, 526, 16th Road, Midrand, South 
Africa	  

Phone number: +27 011-067-0321


E-mail: info@gravitazzcontinental.com


Website: www.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(English version) 
http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com 
(French version) 

!

Follow us on Social Media! 

Gravitazz Continental


@Gravitaz_GCI 
 
GIDREM Disaster Reduction


 
DIMA Connect: https://a-better-
africa.com/show/dima-connect-
johannesburg-gauteng 


DIMA Connect (Whatsapp group): 
Please send us your whatsapp number to 
be added to the group.
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CONTACT US 

Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) specializes in 
disaster reduction and humanitarian emergencies. It has its offices in Midrand, South Africa, but 
covers the African continent. It was established to assist practitioners and decision-makers with 
practical hands-on strategies and approaches to disasters and other environmental challenges.


Please contact us should you wish to contribute to the next edition of our newsletter to be 
published early November or should you wish to engage with us in any way. We are also 
constantly looking to enrich our pool of consultants: kindly send your CV to 
elodie@gravitazzcontinental.com if you would like to be placed in our roster.


