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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As we are about to bid farewell to 2016, we must 
take stock of the defining moments that united 
the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) community this 
past year, such as the 5.9 magnitude earthquake in 
Tanzania, the floods in West and Southern Africa, as 
well as the devastating consequences of El Nino on 
the continent – which saw Ethiopia experiencing its 
worst drought since 1984 and prompted six SADC 
countries to declare a State of Emergency.  Crucial 
events such as the Africa Drought Conference and 
the Africa Regional Platform on DRR, which were 
respectively held in Namibia and Mauritius, also 
contributed to harness continental efforts towards 
DRR, resilience and increased preparedness.

On Gravitazz’s side, we are pleased with this year’s 
achievements. We have successfully introduced “DIMA 
Connect” – a DRR networking platform currently 

bringing together over 100 participants from across 
the continent – published five editions of our 
monthly newsletter and provided technical support 
to the National Disaster Management Departments 
of Swaziland, Namibia and Malawi. 

We look forward to building more promising 
partnerships in 2017, in line with our new 5-year 
strategic plan. Next year February, we will be formally 
launching our Institute, offering both short courses 
as well as diploma/certificate courses to our ever-
growing base of customers.  As of next year, we 
will also be introducing and publishing a quarterly 
academic publication. Do not miss out our first call 
for articles which will go out in January 2017. 

We wish you a blessed festive season as well as a 
fruitful year ahead. Finally, we would like to express 
our deep appreciation for your loyalty and support.

A  message by: Millan Atam,
Managing Director, Gravitazz

Editorial
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Disaster Risk Reduction Events Highlights in November and 
December

Monday November 7, 2016 | COP22 host Morocco launches 
action plan to fight devastating climate change.

The UN climate talks in Marrakech, Morocco calls on world 
leaders to put the focus on concrete plans for helping Africa’s 
small-scale farmers.  By virtue of this Convention, all the 
Parties have common but differentiated responsibilities.

Monday 7 November 2016 |  Floods batters parts of 
Johannesburg

Torrential rains have caused havoc and at least six death 
on Monday 7 November 2016 afternoon in and around 
Johannesburg with cars submerged on several city roads 
and highways‚ prompting widespread traffic gridlock.

8 November 2016 | Uganda integrates disaster risk 
reduction into school curriculum

Uganda is making disaster risk education part of its 
curriculum Pupils in lower primary, who range of 4 to 8 years 
of age, will be taught using charts. For upper primary pupils, 
aged 8 to 13, development of stories on disasters and the 
use of theatre will be applied.

Tuesday 8 November 2016 |  Monster Sinkhole in Japan 
Repaired in 48 Hours

The collapse began at around 05:00 local time (20:00 GMT 
Monday) near Hakata Station, the busiest in Fukuoka city in 
the southern island of Kyushu. It began with two smaller holes 
that grew steadily until they formed one huge depression 
around 30m (98ft) wide. Even more impressive is that crews 
working around the clock were able to repair the sinkhole in 
48 hours! Workers filled the section with 6,200 cubic meters 
of sand and cement and the city’s mayor claimed the road 
was now 30 times stronger

Monday 14 November 2016 | Natural disasters push 26m 
into poverty each year, says World Bank

A bank study of 117 countries concluded that the full cost of 
natural disasters was $520bn (£416bn) a year – 60% higher 

than any previous estimate .  The World Bank published 
its findings at the COP22 climate change conference in 
Marrakech.

Thursday 17 November 2016 | At least 73 killed in tanker 
explosion in Mozambique

A fuel tanker exploded in northern Mozambique as 
residents gathered around to buy fuel from the driver on 
Thursday, killing 73 people and injuring 110 others . The 
government in Mozambique, one of the world’s poorest 
countries, recently increased the price of fuel after the 
value of the local currency -- the metical -- fell sharply.  The 
metical has collapsed by 70 percent against the US dollar 
this year after falling 36 percent in 2015.

19 November 2016 | A boat caught fire in the 
Hartbeespoort, South Africa

A party boat loaded with as many as 200 people, per 
reports, caught light on the water. As a result,  injury figures  
stood  at four deceased of which one burned to death and 
three drowned.  The parties were transported ashore by 
numerous private boats, as local residents scrambled to 
assist,” Arrive Alive said.

Sunday 20 November 2016 | 146  killed in derailment 
near Kanpur, India

Fourteen carriages of the Indore-Patna Express derailed 
just after 03:00 local time on Sunday (21:30 GMT Saturday) 
near the city of Kanpur. The train swerved off the tracks near 
the village of Purwa, about 65km from the industrial town 
of  Kanpur, India. Rescue worker with the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) spent Sunday night digging 
through the mangled remains of the carriages searching 
for survivors or bodies. “We pulled six people alive from the 
crash site overnight.

Thursday 24 November | 7-magnitude quake strikes near 
El Salvador as hurricane Otto makes landfall

       Gravitazz Monthly Newsletter | No. 5  |  November - December 2016                     3



4 Volume 1 | Namibia Zero Hunger Newsletter | January - June - 2016

www.gravitazzcontinental.com (English version) 
http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com (French version)

       Gravitazz Monthly Newsletter | No. 5  |  November - December 2016                     4

A strong earthquake off the Pacific Coast of Central America 
shook the region on Thursday just as a hurricane barreled 
into the Caribbean coasts of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, but 
there were no immediate reports of any quake damage. The 
7.0 magnitude quake, initially reported as a magnitude 7.2, 
was very shallow at 10.3 km (6.4 miles) below the seabed, 
which would have amplified its effect. 

Its epicenter was located some 149 km (93 miles) south-
southwest of Puerto Triunfo in El Salvador, according to the 
US Geological Survey

Thursday  24 November | Chinese  power plant bosses 
arrested over deadly platform collapse
    
67 people have died after part of a power station being built 
in China reportedly collapsed, the latest incident in a country 
where industrial accidents are common. A cooling-tower 
platform plunged to the ground in the early hours of Thursday, 
trapping an unknown number of people beneath it.  The 
chairman and chief engineer of Fengcheng Power Station 
in Jiangxi province were among those arrested in relation to 
incident, in which a platform erected around a cooling tower 
suddenly collapsed. The arrests were announced a day after 
China’s top leaders ordered a nationwide review of safety 
standards at industrial sites.

Friday 25 November 2016 | Two bodies found after 
Manchester Chinatown fire

Two homeless men who died after a fire ripped through 
a building in Manchester’s Chinatown have been named 
locally as Wayne and James, who were nicknamed Uncle 
Albert and Popeye. The pair are thought to have lit a fire in 
an attempt to keep warm in the freezing conditions early on 
Friday morning. Their bodies were found on the first floor of 
the derelict building on Nicholas Street, a spot known to be 
commonly used by rough sleepers. Fire crews were called 
just before 2.15am to tackle the blaze, which illuminated 
the quarter’s imperial arch and blocked city centre roads. At 
just after 11.30am on Friday, police announced that they had 
found two bodies.

Sunday 27 November | Permanent legal framework on way 
to hasten disaster-victim tax breaks

The government and the ruling coalition plan to establish 
a permanent tax break system for people and companies 
affected by natural disasters. So far, the government has 
offered tax breaks to disaster-affected people and companies 
by creating a special law each time one occurs. These laws 
were set up for disasters including the January 1995 Great 
Hanshin earthquake that devastated the Kobe area, and the 
March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami. The 
ruling parties will include the plan in their fiscal 2017 tax 
reform package to be drawn up on December  8th.

Thursday  2 December  | China police could get powers to 
censor disaster reports

A provisional adjustment to the country’s policing law, which 
was posted on the Chinese Public Security Bureau’s website, 
would allow police to “implement internet controls when 
necessary”, if approved. Local police would also be able to 
cordon off disaster areas, and limit or block individuals or 
vehicles from entry into a certain area on safety grounds. 
China reports high rates of accidents and natural disasters 
every year due to its vast geography and relatively low 
building and public safety standards.

Thursday  5  December  | Malawi Department of Disaster 
outlines La Nina preparedness efforts

Dodma with support from UNDP organized training in the 
commercial city of Blantyre  for members of the Association 
of Environmental Journalists (AEJ) in Blantyre to capacitate 
media practitioners on issues of early warning systems and 
disaster risk reduction in the wake of reports of La Nina. 

During the two day training, journalists were taken through 
various topical issues such Sendai Framework for disaster risk 
reduction including the progress on the implementation of 
national disaster risk management policy and preparedness 
efforts in view of the anticipated La Nina. Statistics have 
shown that  more than 100 people died while an additional 
200,000 were displaced. In the southern region districts of 
Chikwawa and Nsanje were the worst affected. 

Monday 5 December 2016 | Cooks gets $US10m ADB 
disaster loan

The Cook Islands has secured an Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) loan worth $US10 million which will rapidly make 
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available financing in the event of a disaster. The Disaster 
Resilience Program is the first time the ADB has provided 
disaster contingent financing through policy-based lending. 
The loan funds will be available for a three-year period and 
drawn upon as needed if a state of disaster is declared by the 
government.

Wednesday 7 December |  Indonesia earthquake kills 
dozens in Aceh province

More than 500 people had been injured, 125 of them seriously  
after a powerful earthquake struck the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra, with many of the victims crushed to death in their 
homes as they slept. The earthquake, which shook Sumatra’s 
northernmost province, Aceh, had a preliminary magnitude 
of 6.5, according to the United States Geological Survey. 
The Indonesian Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics 
Agency said that the temblor, which struck after 5 a.m. at a 
depth of about six miles, was centered in Pidie Jaya, a region 
on Aceh’s east coast, adjacent to the Strait of Malacca.

Thursday 8 December  2016 | Pakistan mourns 47 killed in 
air crash

47 victims of its deadliest plane crash in four years, including 
a famed rock star-turned-Muslim evangelist, as officials 
sought to pinpoint the cause of the disaster. Engine trouble 
was initially believed responsible, but many questions 
remain, stirring new worries about the safety record of 
money-losing state carrier Pakistani International Airlines. 
The ATR-42 aircraft involved in the crash had undergone 
regular maintenance, including an “A-check” certification in 
October, said airline chairman Muhammad Azam Saigol.

Friday  9 December |  Solomon Islands earthquakes: 
Disaster preparedness helped ‘save lives’.

On Friday, a magnitude-7.8 tremor struck off Makira Island, 
south-east of the capital Honiara, followed by Saturday’s 
magnitude-7.0 quake. Both quakes triggered tsunami 
warnings which were lifted a short time later. Janes Ginting, 
the director of World Vision in Solomon Islands, said at least 
100 houses have been destroyed or damaged, including 
some which were washed away by waves generated by the 
initial quake. He said he was certain disaster preparedness 
measures put in place by the Solomon Islands Government 
and other partners had helped to save the lives of residents.

Sunday  11 December |  Kenya Naivasha: 39 dead as fireball 
engulfs traffic on road

A fuel tanker has exploded on a road in Kenya, killing at least 
39 people. The tanker, heading to Uganda, appeared to lose 
control as it headed downhill before crashing into other 
vehicles in Naivasha, north-west of the capital Nairobi, said 
Mwachi Pius Masai, of the National Disaster Management 
Unit. Among the dead are 11 General Service Unit officers, 
a paramilitary police force which provides VIP protection, 
including to the president and  28 other people, the total 
death toll reached 39 

Monday  12 December |  South Sudan  validates inaugural 
disaster risk management policy

 In a major step aimed at steering South Sudan away from 
dependence on humanitarian relief and towards sustainable 
development, the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and 
Disaster Management, with support from UNDP, organized a 
“National Validation Workshop on Disaster Risk Management 
Policy of the Republic of South Sudan.” 

The Disaster Risk Management policy of South Sudan is 
aligned with the global Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (SFDRR) as well as also other national, regional 
and international polices, UN treaties, protocols, and 
humanitarian principles for aid delivery and disaster risk 
management. The validation of the policy will enhance the 
Government’s efforts to implement the Sendai Framework in 
the next 15 years.

Tuesday  13  December |  Climate forecasts could help 
drought-hit herders make smarter moves 

The Weather Information Services for Africa (WISER) 
programme, backed by the U.K. Department for International 
Development (DFID), hopes to help 400,000 households 
in East Africa access early warning weather and climate 
information and help them make more informed decisions. 
The programme delivers simple climate information via 
radio programmes held weekly or more frequently if needed.
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Reducing Disaster Risk in Malawi - Interview with 
Mr. James Chiusiwa (DoDMA)

Mr. Chiusiwa is the Director of Disaster Risk Reduction in 
the Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DoDMA), 
Malawi. He is responsible for coordinating the implementation 
of disaster risk reduction (DRR) programmes which include 
disaster preparedness and mitigation activities.

Gravitazz: Thank you for making time for us to conduct an 
interview with you despite your busy schedule. Could you please 
tell us what are the overarching goal and key responsibilities of 
DoDMA?

James Chiusiwa: The goal of DoDMA is to coordinate and 
direct disaster risk management (DRM) programmes in the 
country in order to improve and safeguard the quality of life 
of Malawians, especially those vulnerable to and affected by 
disasters.

Gravitazz: DRR programmes in Malawi are aligned to the Hyogo 
Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA), through a DRM policy which 
has six priority areas. How were they implemented in your country? 
What is your assessment?

James Chiusiwa: The policy was approved in February 2015 which 
means that we have been implementing it for a year now. Different 
stakeholders such as government, NGOs and UN agencies, amongst 
others, have been involved in the implementation of activities aimed 
at achieving the following priority areas:
       1) Mainstreaming DRM  in sustainable development;
       2) Establishment of a comprehensive system for disaster risk  
 identification, assessment and monitoring; 
       3) Development and strengthening of a people-centred early  
 warning system (EWS); 

By: Gravitazz Staff
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Mr. Chiusiwa (Right) leading a group exercise with DoDMA colleagues on the integration of the Sendai Framework into Malawi 
National DRM Policy (Gravitazz Workshop organised in Blantyre, Malawi, 7-9 December 2016)
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       4) Promotion of a culture of safety, and adoption of   
 resilience-enhancing interventions; 
       5) Reduction of underlying risks; and 
       6) Strengthening preparedness capacity for effective   
 response and recovery. 

While progress is being made in the different priority areas, 
there is still more which needs to be done. There are a number 
of DRM projects supported by development partners, which 
are being implemented by the government and NGOs, focusing 
on reducing the impact of disasters by addressing disaster 
risks and building resilience of communities. We have not yet 
undertaken a comprehensive risk assessment of the country. 

This is something we would like to prioritise in the coming years. 
The early warning system (EWS), especially for floods, is also 
not effective. Through a number of projects – such as the Shire 
River Basin Management Programme, which is supported by 
the World Bank – efforts are being made to improve the system 
by developing a flood forecasting and EWS model which will 
be part of an Operational Decision Support System. 

Gravitazz: Last year, the government of Malawi published a 
National progress report on the implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action: what are some of the achievements made 
during the period covered?

James Chiusiwa: One of the achievements that has been 
made is to ensure that DRR becomes a national and local 
priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation. 
This has been done by setting up institutional structures for 
DRM at national, district and local level as well as through 
developing strategic DRM frameworks such as legislation. 
The Disaster Preparedness and Relief Act of 1991 is also being 
revised. DoDMA is placed in the highest Office of the President 
and Cabinet. Currently, it is in the Office of the Vice President, 
where it commands the required authority. We, however, 
have not made much progress in ensuring that dedicated 
and adequate resources are available to implement DRR plans 
and activities at all administrative levels. This is so because 
the funds which DoDMA gets for DRR are not adequate and 
local authorities do not get funds for DRR. Most of the DRR 
interventions being implemented are therefore supported by 
development partners. I should nevertheless indicate that we 
are doing something about this. DoDMA intends to devolve 
some of its functions to local authorities. This will facilitate the 
provision of financial resources to local authorities for DRM. 

A Devolution Plan and Management Guidelines have been 
finalised and the intention is to start providing funds to local 
authorities during the 2017/2018 financial year.

Gravitazz: Given that in development planning, often DRR is not 
prioritised, how does your department plan on making DRR a 
policy priority, to strengthen institutional capacity?

James Chiusiwa:  The department intends to make DRR a policy 
priority by ensuring that it is mainstreamed in development 
planning by all sectors. We also understand that in some cases, 
stakeholders in different sectors do not mainstream DRR 
because they do not know how to do it even if they appreciate 
its importance. We therefore would like to develop guidelines 
for mainstreaming DRR in development planning to assist 
stakeholders in this regard.

Gravitazz:  What are the biggest challenges faced by Malawi in 
DRR and what measures is DoDMA taking in order to resolve these 
challenges?

James Chiusiwa: The following are some of the challenges we 
face:
• Inadequate funding for DRM at national and district level. 

At national level, the department continues to engage the 
Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Development 
so that it can increase the amount of allocated funds. As 
mentioned, with regard to funding for councils, the recent 
development of a Devolution Plan and Management 
guidelines will facilitate the devolution of some of the DRM 
functions to the local authorities and facilitate the creation 
of a budget line for DRM in the councils, ensuring that 
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Flooding in Somanje Chilobwe, Malawi. Photo credit: Daily Times Malawi
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councils are allocated funds for DRM.
• Inadequate capacity at district and community level, for 

example in assessment. The department coordinated the 
development of a National DRM Training Manual to be used 
in building capacity of stakeholders at all levels. This will 
ensure standardisation of the training being provided by 
different organisations to build capacity. 

• Focus on short-term projects by NGOs. NGOs have been 
requested to solicit funding for long-term DRM projects to 
achieve maximum impact.

• Lack of mainstreaming of DRR in sectoral plans and policies 
by national and local level stakeholders. As mentioned, the 
department intends to develop guidelines for mainstreaming 
DRR in development planning to assist stakeholders.

• Lack of coordination amongst stakeholders in the 
implementation of interventions. The department would 
like to strengthen coordination of DRM by ensuring that 
coordination structures are functional and that meetings 
are taking place regularly to facilitate sharing of information 
by stakeholders. This will ensure complementarity amongst 
stakeholders in the implementation of interventions which 
will result in creating synergies and greater impact on 
targeted communities.

Gravitazz: What efforts is DoDMA currently putting in place in order 
to implement the newly adopted Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 2015-2030?

James Chiusiwa: The holding of the workshop on the 
domestication of the Sendai Framework for DRR which has 
been facilitated by Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction 

and Emergency Management is the first step the department 
has undertaken to start implementing the framework. The 
workshop has brought together stakeholders from national and 
district level and from different sectors. Following the workshop, 
we will start a process of ensuring that elements of the Sendai 
Framework are integrated in our national frameworks, such as 
the National DRM Policy.  

Gravitazz: Malawi’s population is particularly affected by the El Niño-
induced drought in Southern Africa, which led to the declaration of 
a national state of emergency. How is your department ensuring 
food security and assisting vulnerable populations?

James Chiusiwa: The Government of Malawi, through DoDMA, 
is implementing a humanitarian response programme to 
provide assistance to the 6.7 million people who have been 
affected by drought (NB: The number has increased to 6.7 million 
from 6.5 million after the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee undertook an update assessment in October 2016). 
The affected population is being targeted either with food aid 
or cash transfers, provided by NGOs and district councils. 

The programme started in July 2016 and will be completed in 
March 2017. The department is being supported by the World 
Food Programme in the implementation of the programme. 
A food insecurity response plan was developed to mobilise 
funding for the programme. The total amount of funds required 
was US$ 380 million. A number of development partners have 
provided support to the government but there are still some 
shortfalls so that the plan is not yet fully resourced. 

Gravitazz: Large parts of Malawi continue to suffer from food 
insecurity on an annual basis, particularly during the lean season 
(usually between December and March): is there any long term 
planning in place to ensure the livelihood of people during this 
period?

James Chiusiwa: The department has coordinated the 
development of a National Resilience Plan focusing on breaking 
the cycle of food insecurity. The plan is about to be completed 
and will involve different sectors during the implementation 
phase. The plan has the following components: agriculture and 
food security; catchment protection and management; control 
of floods through dams, dykes and river training; EWS and 
social support programmes. It is hoped that by implementing 
interventions outlined in the plan in a coordinated manner 
to ensure complementarity and creating synergies, it will be 
possible to break the cycle of food insecurity in the country. 
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Urban disasters: a challenge to planning in Malawi.Photo credit: Charles 
Mkula
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Gravitazz: La Niña conditions, which are associated with average to 
above average rainfall in southern Africa, are expected during the 
region’s main 2016/17 cropping season. How prepared is DoDMA 
to the likelihood of flooding in Malawi and what early warning 
systems are set in place?

James Chiusiwa: DoDMA has been coordinating the 
development of the 2016/2017 National Contingency Plan with 
the involvement of different stakeholders from government, 
CSOs and UN agencies to prepare for response to possible 
flooding during the 2016/17 rainfall season. Through their 
involvement in the development of the contingency plan, it is 
expected that stakeholders will be in a state of preparedness to 
effectively respond to possible flooding. The Malawi Defence 
Force is also prepositioning boats and personnel in flood prone 
areas so that they can be used in search and rescue operations 
should communities require evacuation as a result of floods. The 
department is also procuring relief supplies to be used to assist 
people affected by the floods. The department is, therefore, in a 
state of preparedness. We just hope that we will not experience 
floods to the magnitude of the floods that were experienced in 
January 2015.

Gravitazz: In event of La Nina occurring in Malawi, how well do 
you think that the [recently] trained members of the Association of 
Environmental Journalists will fare in reporting on preparedness 
and DRR/M?

James Chiusiwa: The expectation is that the trained journalists 
will not only focus on a disaster event but also on measures that 
have been undertaken in terms of preparedness for the rainfall 
season as well as DRR measures that are being implemented 
by government and others stakeholders to reduce the impact 
of disasters when they occur. We would like to see journalists 
reporting disasters with a disaster risk reduction lens.

Gravitazz:  The Government of Malawi, with the support of UNDP, 
recently secured funding from the Green Climate Fund to scale 
up the use of modernized early warning systems and climate 
information in the country. The project will be implemented by 
DoDMA. How will the project work and in which districts will it be 
implemented?

James Chiusiwa: This project is a follow up to a project on 
“Strengthening climate information and early warning systems 
in Africa for climate resilient development and adaptation to 
climate change” which was funded by the Global Environmental 
Facility. 

The GCF funded project will focus on provision on early warning 
information to communities by different sectors while the GEF 
funded project focused on the procurement of equipment 
for collecting weather related information to generate early 
warning information. DoDMA will implement the project 
together with five other institutions, namely the Department of 
Climate Change and Meteorological Services, the Department 
of Water Resources, the Department of Agricultural Extension 
Services, the Department of Fisheries as well as the National 
Smallholders Farmers Association of Malawi, which is an NGO. It 
will be implemented in 21 of the 28 districts in the country. The 
project will be implemented over 6 years from 2017 and it has a 
budget of US$12.3 million.

Gravitazz: There is a popular saying that goes: “Do what you 
love and you will never work a day in your life”. What was your 
defining moment which directed you towards a career in Disaster 
management?

James Chiusiwa: I was an Assistant District Commissioner for 
Phalombe District when the 2001 flash flood disaster – which 
claimed over 500 lives – occurred. I was two years old in the 
civil service and therefore quite young when this happened. I 
had been posted to Phalombe 3 days before the disaster from 
Chiradzulu District where I started my civil service. I nearly 
quit the service after I slept in the office for a week after the 
disaster occurred because I could not access my house due to 
the mud which came with the flash floods. From that incident, I 
developed an interest in disaster management as I was happy to 
provide assistance to people who were in a desperate situation. 
Overtime, with the paradigm shift from disaster management 
to disaster risk management, I have enjoyed the career more as 
I see myself as a development practitioner. Indeed, you address 
disaster risks through development initiatives.

Gravitazz: What is your philosophy on leadership, and how best 
can DRR be implemented?

James Chiusiwa: I believe in leadership by example. DoDMA is 
understaffed on the technical side. There are few officers who 
are supposed to do a lot of tasks. This means there is need for 
officers to work hard in order to meet deadlines. I encourage 
my colleagues to do so by demonstrating that myself. I also 
believe in participatory leadership where we work as a team 
in the office to achieve our goal. Disaster risk management 
is everybody’s business and as such, there is need to ensure 
that stakeholders, including communities, participate in the 
planning and implementation of DRM activities. 
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Outcomes of the 6th Africa Regional Platform on Disaster Risk
 Reduction

By Elodie Hut

Over the past decade, African countries have been on a quest 
to harmonize their efforts towards managing and reducing 
disaster risk at local, national, regional and global levels. The 
momentum gained following the adoption of the Sendai 
Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR) 
in March 2015 was recently confirmed during the 6th Africa 
Regional Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction (AfRP) and 5th 
High-Level Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction which were 
both held in Mauritius between 22-25 November 2016. 

The event was attended by a wide array of Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) professionals from Governments, UN 
agencies, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), local and 
international NGOs, representatives from the Youth, Women 
and the Science, Technology and Academic Community 
(STAC), amongst others. It was hosted by the Government of 
Mauritius, alongside the African Union Commission (AUC), 
the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
Secretariat and the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (UNISDR). 

As a preparatory event of the upcoming Global Platform on 
DRR to be held next year in Mexico, the main purpose of this 
event was to develop and endorse a Programme of Action 
(PoA) for the implementation of the Sendai Framework 
in Africa and a governmental Declaration (the “Mauritius 
Declaration”) aimed at operationalizing the aforementioned 
PoA, as well as to take stock of progress made towards the 
implementation of the SFDRR on the continent since its 
inception. 

Multiple sessions enabled participants to get an overview 
of the latest DRR trends, findings, best practices and 
developments on the continent. In particular, the four 
priorities of the Sendai Framework were explored as the 
main conference themes during plenary sessions chaired by 
high-level representatives. Related thematic side events and 
workshops were facilitated by diverse DRR professionals and 
organisations.

The 6th Africa Regional Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction (AfRP) and 5th High-Level Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction
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Here are a few of our thoughts and accounts from the field. 

1. DRR Burning Issues in Africa

The main burning issues identified throughout the discussions 
included the general need for strengthened capacity at various 
levels, the struggle for funds for preparedness activities, 
limited institutional capacity and buy-in from governments, 
as well as the lack of inclusion of local communities – including 
women and youth – of the private sector and of the Science, 
Technology and Academic Community in DRR planning. The 
need to further acknowledge the linkages between disasters 
and conflicts was also raised several times, as it is generally 
difficult to distinguish humanitarian considerations from 
development efforts in the African context.

2. The Noticeable Absence of the Private Sector

While the general importance of private sector actors was 
highlighted during the conference, of significance was their 
quasi-absence at the event. Gravitazz Institute seized this 
opportunity to argue for businesses and governments to 
work together to reduce disaster risk and cut the economic 
costs of disasters (1). Indeed, private sector industries have 
the capacity to contribute to bridging the DRR financing gap, 
beyond response and recovery. 

The attendance of financial institutions such as the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) and the World Bank, as well as the 
presentation of innovative risk insurance mechanisms such 
as the one introduced by the African Risk Capacity (ARC) – An 
AU specialized agency – were however welcomed. 

Moving forward, national and international businesses need 
to allocate resources for DRR and to develop innovative 
products and services that will actively contribute to the four 
priorities of the SFDRR. 

3.    A Showcase of Continental Expertise and Best Practices 

Despite the diverse backgrounds of delegates, it was clear 
that DRR is everyone’s business and that we can all learn 
from each other’s experiences. Delegates explored new and 
meaningful ways of reducing risk, drawing on successful past 
or current experiences when it comes to developing effective 
early warning systems, introducing innovative coordination 
platforms, using technology to better understand disaster 
risk as well as to finding ways of financing disaster-related 
challenges, amongst others.

4.    Putting Resilience on the Forefront

One highlight of the AfRP was the determination to put 
the notions of coherence and resilience on the forefront. 
Throughout the conference’s keynote addresses, special 
events and workshops, speakers and delegates frequently 
highlighted the correlations between DRR, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Development, and stressed the fact that 
joint efforts should seek to reinforce the integration of the 
post-2015 global frameworks into domestic agendas. 

Indeed, although the multiplication of frameworks may seem 
burdensome in appearance, these instruments have a lot in 
common and can be used to promote resilience in the field 
of DRR. In particular, linkages between the objectives of 
the Sendai Framework, the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the 
World Humanitarian Summit’s ‘Agenda for Humanity’ were 
brought up and stakeholders were encouraged to avoid 
working in silos in order to strengthen resilience to disasters, 
climate change and other socio-economic shocks. The idea 
of coherence is key to avoid any duplication of efforts across 
sectors and organisations and to ensure that DRR is handled 
in the most resourceful way possible. 

5.   Monitoring Progress in the Implementation of the   
       Sendai Framework

The Mauritius Declaration adopted on the last day of the 
conference calls upon “African States to strengthen the 
monitoring of disaster risk reduction as guided by the Open-
ended Inter-governmental Expert Working Group (OIEWG) on 
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Indicators and Terminology relating to Disaster Risk Reduction, 
coherent with the work of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group 
on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators”, proving that the 
monitoring of the Sendai Framework has been placed at the 
forefront of the continental DRR agenda.  

It is expected that the recommendations of the OEIEWG on 
indicators and terminology relating to DRR – which met in 
September 2015, February 2016 and, more recently in November 
2016 (2) – will play a crucial role in determining which indicators 
should be used at the regional, national and local levels and 
how the Sendai Framework will be operationalized in Africa. 

6.    Renewed Commitments for DRR through the adoption  
        of  the Programme of Action and of the Mauritius      
        Declaration

The Programme of Action (3), which implementation is to 
be coordinated by the AUC with support from UNISDR, sets a 
number of strategic areas of interventions with related priority 
activities – in line with the four priorities of action of the Sendai 
Framework as well as with the Africa Regional Strategy for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (ARSDRR). 

The matrix of the first phase of the PoA (2016-2020) identifies 
four levels of implementation: continental, regional, national 
and sub-national/local. It will be crucial to follow up on progress 
made towards the integration of the PoA’s recommendations 
into national and local DRR policies and programmes during the 
next Africa Regional Platform in 2018.  

The Mauritius Declaration (4) calls for the alignment of plans, 
strategies and programmes with the SFDRR and the PoA, as well 
as for risk-informed development and integrated approaches 
for DRR and climate change adaptation. It further recommends 
an increase in annual national DRR budgets and improved 
multilateral cooperation for disaster resilience. It requests that 
African States actively monitor DRR with guidance from existing 
mechanisms and indicators. The Declaration calls upon UNISDR, 
the AUC and RECs to continue providing institutional and 
policy support, and for the UN, financial institutions and donor 
agencies to incorporate DRR measures into their development 
assistance programmes.

 International financial institutions are also requested to provide 
financial and technical support for integrated approaches, as 
per the priorities of the PoA. Finally, the document reiterates the 

need to strengthen institutional and political commitment. 
The Africa Working Group on DRR was further mandated 
to coordinate the development of the Africa position to be 
presented at the 2017 Global Platform for DRR in Cancun, Mexico 
from 22-26 May 2017, based on the outcomes of the AfRP. 

Way Forward

The AfRP was extremely successful in offering a platform for 
networking and exchanging information and best practices 
among experts from various regions, each with their own socio-
economic and environmental realities. 

Although the general lack of buy-in and financial means of 
governments has been identified as a main impediment 
throughout the conference, the Mauritius declaration adopted 
by the Heads of States clearly seeks to strengthen institutional 
commitment and DRR governance on the continent. What 
matters now, as brought up repeatedly by conference delegates, 
is that these commitments are effectively translated into practice 
and that all involved parties are capable of turning all these fine 
words into reality. 

All involved stakeholders – not only Governments – will have to 
be held accountable for progress towards the achievement of 
the priorities and targets of the Sendai Framework. After all, the 
framework does recognize the shared responsibility of all actors 
to achieve its goal to “prevent new, and reduce existing risk and 
to strengthen resilience to natural and man-made hazards, in 
order to achieve sustainable reductions in disaster losses”. 
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Building Resilience and Increased Preparedness in the midst of 
devastating floods in Africa

Managing climate or weather-related disasters such as floods 
is a major challenge to Africa’s development, as the number 
and scale of disasters triggered by natural hazards is on the 
rise globally (UNISDR, 2016). The degree of an adverse effect 
depends on the vulnerability of a country and of its population 
as well as on the frequency, intensity and magnitude of 
flooding. 

The WorldRiskIndex  clearly illustrates this causal relation and 
shows that out of the 15 countries with the highest vulnerability 
to disasters, 13 are situated on the African continent, with the 
Central African Republic, Eritrea and Chad ranking as the Top 
3 (see Figure 1 below). Countries like Liberia (ranked 56th), 
Zambia (ranked 66th) and the Central African Republic (ranked 
71st) have a very high level of vulnerability despite a low 
exposure to natural hazards (WorldRiskReport, 2016). 

Floods can produce critical challenges – including loss of 
lives and livelihoods, destruction of vital infrastructure –, thus 
hindering economic growth and stability across the continent. 

Consequently, both developing and emerging countries 
would significantly benefit from investing in prevention and 
adaptation measures to mitigate risk by integrating Disaster 
Risk Reduction (DRR) into their national development policies 
instead of predominantly concentrating on emergency 
response and recovery. 

The following article will focus on the importance of building 
resilience and increased preparedness in the midst of 
devastating floods in Africa. It highlights three areas of best 
practice in the Horn of Africa, West Africa and Southern Africa. 
The article essentially argues for African governments to 
prioritise pre-emptive investments in flood management. 

During the second half of 2016 flood risk increased in Southern 
Africa, as La Niña set in, while the 2015/2016 agricultural 
season was the driest in 35 years as a result of the El Niño 
phenomenon  (see graphic 2 below). The SADC Climate 
Services Centre predicts that by the end of this year the most 
affected countries as a result of above average rainfall and 

By:  Jessica Johmann

Photo: 2: 600 stranded during floods in Zimbabwe Source: voazimbabwe.com



15 Volume 1 | Namibia Zero Hunger Newsletter | January - June - 2016

www.gravitazzcontinental.com (English version) 
http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com (French version)

       Gravitazz Monthly Newsletter | No. 5  |  November - December 2016                    15

over 70% of the population is dependent on agriculture 
for their livelihoods. Moreover, in the Horn of Africa region, 
flooding and the occurrence of landslides in parts of Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Uganda and Somalia have been impacting millions and 
displacing thousands, resulting in hundreds of deaths in 2016. 

Uganda is one of the African countries most prone to disasters. 
West Africa has equally been struck by heavy rainfalls; causing 
the Gorouol River at Alcongui in Niger to reach its highest level 
in over fifty years, as reported by the Niger Basin Authority. In 
the first half of 2016, flooding along the Shabelle River in the 
Hiraan region temporarily displaced some 70,000 Somalians 
and destroyed more than 80% of crops. 

In Ghana, deadly downpours caused massive flooding in the 
capital city and along the Cape Coast during the 2016 wet 
season in West Africa (Aljazeera, 2016). The increased flood risk 
as La Niña emerges can only intensify the challenges facing 
developing and emerging countries attempting to implement 
the seven targets and four priorities of action of the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, which was 
adopted by all UN Member States in March 2015, in Sendai, 
Japan. 

Impacts of flooding on African countries 

In the different regions of Africa, the synergy of natural 
disasters such as flooding, rapid urbanisation linked with 
informal settlements, water scarcity, and climate change has 
emerged as a serious challenge for policy and planning. There 
are limited sources of water available to provide clean drinking 
water to the entire population of Africa. Surface water sources 
are often highly polluted, and infrastructure to pipe water from 
fresh, clean sources to arid areas is associated with high costs. 

The United Nations estimates that Sub-Saharan Africa alone 
loses 40 billion hours per year collecting water. Urban areas, 
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, have experienced an influx 
in water, which has outpaced the development of effective 
wastewater management systems and thus led to pollution 
of natural water bodies, unintentional use of wastewater in 
irrigated agriculture, irregular water supply and environmental 
concerns for aquatic life (TheWaterProject, 2016; Van Rooijen, 
Biggs, Smout & Drechsel, 2009). 

The recent devastating floods that have hit Africa hard affecting 
millions have caused death, destruction of livelihoods, 
infrastructure, property and businesses and left thousands of 
people displaced across the Northern, Western and Eastern 
regions of the continent.  
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The rise in water/vector borne diseases such as cholera and 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea outbreaks have enormous Public 
Health implications and require massive alterations in the lives 
of those affected (WHO, 2016); an average of 100 Public Health 
Emergencies (PHEs) are reported every year in the continent: 
78% are related to infectious diseases (amongst which 23% are 
related to cholera alone), 17% are climate-related and 5% are 
linked to other causes. 

This was tragically witnessed in Tanzania’s struggle to contain 
this year’s deadly cholera outbreak – the largest since 1997-
1998 – that has claimed hundreds of lives and left thousands 
infected due to poor access to safe water and sanitation. 
The aforementioned factors have long-term implications as 
communities with inoperative sanitation facilities, disrupted 
education systems, malnutrition and poverty are susceptible 
to secondary effects such as famine and disease outbreak. 

Best practices of building resilience to flooding in Africa 

Horn of Africa: Use of drones in flood mapping and flood 
DRR in Tanzania

The Dar Ramani Huria Project, which is Swahili for “Dar Open 
Map”, was initiated in 2015 by a coalition comprising of the City 
Council of Dar es Salaam, the Tanzania Commission for Science 
and Technology (COSTECH), the University of Dar es Salaam, 

Ardhi University, and the Buni Innovation Hub in support of 
the World Bank’s Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and 
Recovery and the International Red Cross and involvement of a 
Swiss non-profit organisation, Drone Adventures. The initiative 
looks at how drones can be used in community-based flood 
mapping and flood DRR and disaster recovery in the most 
flood-prone areas of the country’s capital, Dar es Salaam. 

Drones provide high-resolution and up-to-date imagery that 
is essential for the development of exposure maps of affected 
communities and for modelling and better managing flood 
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risks in an African megacity such as Dar es Salaam; one of 
the world’s fastest growing cities. Over 70 per cent of Dar 
es Salaam 5 million residents live in informal, unplanned 
settlements with inadequate infrastructure (World Bank, 
2002). In addition, heavy rainfalls twice a year result in 
significant flood risks.

The success of this particular flood management and DRR 
project has led to further applications and to government 
funding for infrastructure improvements in vulnerable areas 
identified by the project. The developed maps further serve 
as foundational tools for improvement within all socio-
economic spheres beyond flood resilience. The use of drones 
could thus play a critical role in decision-making and in flood 
risk mitigation in the future; this is particularly important for 
fast-growing cities where satellite imagery often becomes 
out-dated within a year. 

West Africa: “Live with Water” – Urban flood management 
project in Senegal. Involving the community is fundamental 
to an urban flood management project called “Vivre avec 
l’Eau” – “Live with Water” – funded by UKaid’s BRACED 
programme in support of its consortium partners. It aims at 
building resilience to flooding for some 920,000 vulnerable 
Senegalese, mainly in the Eastern suburbs of Dakar, through 
an innovative, integrated and community-based approach 
combining three interlinked axes of intervention including 
(1) infrastructure; (2) policy; and (3) capacity building. When 
properly managed, annual rainy season downpours should 
no longer damage people’s assets and livelihoods or force 
them to flee their homes thus turning floodwaters from foe 
to friend.

Similar flood resilience projects need to consider various 
critical success factors for their implementation: 

• Adopting infrastructure solutions that are economically 
feasible and profitable, particularly in communities; 

• Strengthen links between national and community level 
through participatory community processes, knowledge 
sharing and exchange in form of e.g.collaborative expert 
meetings; 

• Women’s empowerment to guarantee equity and 
sustainability by involving the most vulnerable groups  
to hazards caused by flooding; 

• Strong partnership building through vital collaboration 
amongst different partners and stakeholders thereby 
achieving synergies; 

• Strategies and technologies need to be tailor-made to   
the respective communities’ conditions; and

• Effective Monitoring & Evaluation processes; and 
• Constant inclusive communication through e.g. 

community advisory boards, exchange with policy-
makers, and business-model approaches.

 
Southern Africa: Managing flood risk in the Incomati River 
Basin

Since 2013, the Climate Resilient Infrastructure Development 
Facility (CRIDF), funded by the Department for International 
Development (DFID) is working with both the public and 
private sector in the Incomati River basin in Mozambique to 
mobilise funds to more equitably share and manage flood 
risk. The initiative is responsible for successfully changing the 
approach of flood risk management and pro-poor climate 
resilience along the Incomati River. 

It advocates for a more equalised distribution of responsibilities 
among the different stakeholders when it comes to managing 
and reducing current and future hazards such as floods.  

Applying a multi-dimensional and integrated approach, 
CRIDF uses infrastructure to significantly improve and build 
climate resilience of poor small-scale farmers living in the 
exposed basin. This resulted in: 

• Creation of a de facto basin flood management    
committee; 

• Facilitation of enhanced cooperation between public   
and private actors; 

• Mobilisation of significant funds; and
• Roll-out of a series of strategic interventions 

more  widely in the Southern African region 
including flood forecasting, modelling, dam 
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operation framework, risk sharing strategies 
and economic analysis of infrastructure options. 

Ultimately, such measures strengthen the ability of 
communities, policy makers and planners to adapt to and 
cope with climate extremes. 

Conclusion - African governments need to prioritise pre-
emptive investments in flood management

African governments need to prioritise preventive investments 
in order to mitigate and address the increase in the number of 
high-impact disasters and crises such as flooding that define 
the continent’s narrative.
 
Moreover, governments should focus on building flood 
resilience  as a strategic tool in linking emergency management 
and development. At the global policy level, resilience is 
now institutionally recognised through its inclusion in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR) as well as the 
2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the Agenda of 
the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit. 

Despite this emphasis in international policy, African countries 
are still lagging behind in terms of investment in paving the 
way towards flood resilience and in mainstreaming DRR 
into their national development policies. Robert Glasser 
emphasised the need for increased coherence among the 
post-2015 frameworks during the recently held Africa Regional 

Platform on DRR, stating that “climate change, disaster risk 
reduction and sustainable development all require integration 
and should not be addressed in silos” . 

The One Billion Coalition for Resilience (1BC), a global 
“Coalition of Coalitions” aims to improve the resilience of 
one billion people by 2025 (IFRC, 2015). Their mission is to 
build resilience by mobilising effective partnership of actors 
from local to global embedded in common understanding, 
trust, transparency, incentives, impact measurement and 
institutional capability. 

Another initiative, the Global Resilience Partnership in Africa 
and Asia, places a strong emphasis on connecting civil society 
with government and the private sector. The latter is emerging 
as a key player in building resilience as companies seek to 
reduce business risk and take advantage of wider resilience 
benefits.

Although different actors in the field of DRR agree that risk 
assessment and measuring resilience is a pre-requisite for the 
prioritisation of actions and investments, it needs a balanced 
mix of various approaches with a focus placed on people 
and the most vulnerable guiding them in crafting their own 
resilient destinies. 

Flood victims salvage their remaining possessions from the Jukskei River
Photocredit: midrandreporter

GroundUp: Floods bring hardship and loss to Johannesburg immigrant 
community. Photocredit: Ground Up
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These days the question is not whether a disaster will occur, but 
how extensive the impact will be and whether communities 
are prepared for it. The increased frequency of disasters is 
threatening lives and livelihoods as well as impeding national 
and international efforts to advance development and 
eradicate poverty. The levels of risk, vulnerability and impact 
are more severe in African countries as compared to more 
developed countries. 

One of the factors that contribute to the devastating impact 
of disasters in Africa is the lack of investment in disaster 
prevention and preparedness. The expression “prevention 
is better than cure” is just as important in the Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) field as in the health sector. Africa witnessed 
its fair share of disasters in 2016 alone. Most recently, a 5.0 
magnitude earthquake hit in Tanzania, which led to 23 deaths, 
200 injured, destroyed infrastructure, and displaced hundreds 
of persons. The continent was also hit by the worst drought 
in over 30 years whereby almost 40 million individuals were 
affected in the Southern African region alone.

According to the 2015 Global Assessment Report, global 
economic losses from disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, 
cyclones and flooding range between USD 250 billion and 300 
billion every year and future losses could reach up to USD 314 
billion. In Africa alone, about 1,319 disasters were reported 
between 1970 and 2012, causing the loss of 698,380 lives and 
of about USD26.6 million in economic damages (1). 

African governments are often struggling to respond to 
disasters in an efficient and comprehensive manner as well as 
to reduce disaster risk. In most African countries, government 
resources and budgets allocated to disaster risk management 
are generally targeted towards relief and response efforts. 

Governments have the responsibility to prevent, prepare and 
protect their populations from disasters as well as to respond 
to their humanitarian needs. However, it is a fact that public 
funding alone cannot meet all DRR needs and activities. 
States must therefore seek to partner and collaborate with all 
relevant stakeholders in order to reduce disaster risks and to 
build resilient communities. Disasters affect everyone; hence, 
their management and prevention should be perceived as a 
shared responsibility. One such stakeholder that governments 
can – and should – work with to reduce disaster risk is the 
private sector.

Specificities of the Private Sector

The private sector is the backbone of the economy in most 
African countries. For instance, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) account for almost 80% of all businesses in Africa (2). 
They contribute to the economy through job creation as they 
employ half of the workforce, consequently enhancing income 
levels, strengthening the purchasing power, and lowering 
production and retail costs. Medium to large scale businesses 
and multinational companies also contribute to African 
countries’ Gross Domestic Products (GDPs) and to their socio-
economic development. 
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However, when it comes to Disaster Risk Reduction, the private 
sector is regularly overlooked; this can be illustrated by the 
lack of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) relating to Disaster 
Risk Reduction in Africa. The private sector is impacted heavily 
when disasters strike; hence, the proactive involvement of 
industries in DRR is necessary to assist national and local 
governments in reducing disaster risks and building resilient 
communities, as well as to ensure business continuity. 

Why Should the Private Sector Invest in Disaster Risk Reduction?
The private sector should be encouraged to increase their 
involvement or take a proactive approach in investing in (DRR), 
in preparedness and prevention as well as in post-disaster 
recovery (3). The private sector should play an important role 
because they are uniquely positioned to promote economic 
recovery as a result of their existing relationships with 
communities in which they operate, and their vested interest 
in promoting speedy and lasting recoveries. 

1. Business Continuity 
Disasters affect businesses in various ways, notably through 
supply chain disruption. Businesses have a network of 
suppliers that are interconnected and interdependent. When 
a disaster strikes and affects one supplier in the supply chain, 
there is a ripple effect that spreads throughout the industry 
disrupting business operations. These disruptions can result 
in thousands or millions dollars of losses in revenues and 
customers. Investing in DRR will ensure business continuity 
for the private sector. Thus, businesses need to invest in DRR, 
not only within their immediate operations and surroundings 
but onto wider networks as well, to ensure resilience and avoid 
major disruptions in their operations.

2. Private Sector Survival
There is a reciprocal relationship between businesses and the 
communities they seek to target. Businesses depend on the 
consumers who purchase their goods and services for their 
long term survival, the same way communities depend on the 
different products and services businesses provide. Private 
sector partners therefore need to invest in DRR to ensure that 
communities are able to recover from them.

3. Competitive Advantage
Investing in DRR will provide businesses an opportunity to 
offer new products and services, which will provide them with 
a competitive advantage on the market. Responding to and 
recovering from disasters might require new products and 
services, which the private sector is in a better position to 

develop and offer than the public sector. Savvy businesses can 
therefore take advantage of these opportunities to provide 
the needed products and services and gain competitive and 
leadership advantage.

How can the Private Sector get involved Disaster Risk Reduction
Businesses must include Disaster Risk Reduction in their 
strategic planning and make it a priority, beyond corporate 
social responsibility imperatives. They must put emphasis on 
allocating resources to disaster preparedness, response and 
recovery. Some of the ways the private sector can get involved 
in investing in DRR is through the following.

1. Research and Development (R&D)
The private sector tends to have strong R&D departments, 
which can be used to develop innovative products and best 
practice adaption for disasters in industries such as Information 
& Telecommunications, Construction, Science and Technology.

2. Providing Resources
The private sector can provide the necessary resources to 
prevent and respond to disasters, through their CSR strategies 
or the setting-up of private foundations, amongst others. For 
instance, financial institutions such as banks and insurance 
companies can invest in DRR by providing loans and insurance 
to communities before, during and after disasters to lessen the 
impact of damage and loss. The private sector has the resources 
to invest in public awareness and education campaigns on 
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DRR and have the capacity to fund the dissemination of early 
warning messages to the public during disasters. They can also 
fund research projects, which are involved in developing early 
warning systems and other innovative tools.

Conclusion

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
(SFDRR) is a global tool that aims to improve efforts towards 
DRR in the next 15 years. It outlines seven global targets and 
four priorities of action to be achieved and implemented by 
the signatory states. Its third target aims for a “Reduction 
in disaster economic loss in relation to GDP” while its third 
priority for action focuses on “Investing in disaster risk 
reduction for resilience”. Both invite the private sector to assist 
states in implementing the SFDRR. The Sendai framework also 
emphasizes that its implementation is a shared responsibility 
of all relevant stakeholders (4).

There is no doubt that if the private sector invested actively 
and strategically in DRR, the impacts and costs of disasters 
in African communities would be lessened. However, this 
engagement has to be initiated by government, through the 
creation of incentives and an enabling environment for the 
private sector to invest in DRR and contribute to bridging 
massive funding gaps in DRR. The public sector must further 
reach out to the private sector with DRR projects that are in 
line with private sector industries’ goals.

The private sector has to realize that their responsibilities 
are not only towards their shareholders, but also towards 
the communities they operate in and depend on. They need 
to invest in their future through active involvement in DRR 
and cooperation with governments in order to build resilient 
communities, which will in turn provide long term business 
survival and success, contributing to reducing the economic 
costs and general impacts of disasters on the continent. 
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Reports

• Haiti: Hurricane Matthew - Emergency Appeal 
Operations

 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/
MDRHT013ou2.pdf

• Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency 
Hurricane Matthew - Final Situation Report

 http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/cdema-hurricane-
matthew-final-situation-report-500pm-november-
18th-2016

• RIASCO action plan for Southern Africa - Revised 
regional response plan for the El Niño-induced drought 
in Southern Africa December 2016 - April 2017

 http://reliefweb.int/report/world/riasco-action-plan-
southern-africa-revised-regional-response-plan-el-ni-o-
induced

• Niger: Population Movement Emergency Appeal 
Operations

 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/
MDRNE01306ou.pdf

• 2016 Africa Report on Internal Displacement
 h t t p : / / r e l i e f w e b . i n t / s i t e s / r e l i e f w e b . i n t / f i l e s /

resources/20161209-IDMC-Africa-report-web-en.pdf

•  LabableNiña 2016/2017 Historical Impact Analysis.
 h t t p s : / / a s s e t s . p u b l i s h i n g . s e r v i c e . g o v . u k /

media/57a0895640f0b64974000028/LaNina_Historical_
Impact_report_Hirons.pdf

• 6th Session of the Africa Regional Platform and 5th 
High-Level Meeting of Disaster Risk Reduction

 http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/sd/enbplus141num8e.
pdf\

•  Namibia: UNRCO Drought Internal Situation Report
 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/

documents/files/namibia_un_internal_situation_report_
no8_oct2016.pdf

• Marrakech: Engagement at COP22
 https://engage4climate.org/2016/11/01/marrakech-

engagement-at-cop22/

•  WFP Malawi Situation Report
 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/

W F P % 2 0 M a l a w i % 2 0 S i t u a t i o n % 2 0 R e p o r t % 2 0
%231%2C%2009%20December%202016.pdf

Articles

• Protecting and Assisting People Displaced by Natural 
Disasters in Southern Africa

 http://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/protecting-and-
assisting-people-displaced-natural-disasters-southern-
africa

• Malawi Department of Disaster outlines La Niña 
preparedness efforts.

 http://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-department-
disaster-outlines-la-nina-preparedness-efforts

• China police could get powers to censor disaster reports
 https://stv.tv/news/international/1374534-china-police-

could-get-powers-to-censor-disaster-reports/
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• Fifth Session of Central Africa Regional Platform on 
Disaster Risks Reduction: Economic Community of 
Central African States 13-16 December 2016 ,Cameroon 
(Yaoundé)

       http://www.ceeac-eccas.org/index.php/fr/

• From the management of crisis to the governance of 
risk: Time for a paradigm shift?

       Center for Crisis Management Research 09-11 January         
        2017, China (Haikou, Hainan Province)
       http://www.preventionweb.net/events/view/49754

• 8th International Conference on Integrated Natural 
Disaster Management,  22 Feb 2017 -24 Feb 2017 Iran, 
Islamic Rep of (Tehran)

       https://www.haw-hamburg.de/en/ftz-als/events          
      communication/aims.html

• Aid & Development Africa Summit 2017
       28 Feb 2017 -01 Mar 2017, Kenya (Nairobi)
       http://africa.aidforum.org/

• Fourth InterMET Asia International Exhibition & 
Conference for Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate 
Services: Media Generation Group, 21-22 March 2017 
Singapore

        http://www.intermet.asia

• 8th International Congress on Health in Emergencies 
and Disasters

      Ministry of Health and Medical Education, 22-24 March    
      2017 Iran, Islamic Rep of (Tehran)

• International Conference on Emergency & Disaster 
Management, Iraqi Society for Emergency Medicine 
29-3 2017, Iraq (Erbil)

      http://isemiraq2017.com/

 

 

 



26 Volume 1 | Namibia Zero Hunger Newsletter | January - June - 2016

CONTACT GRAVITAZZ

About Gravitazz

Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction and Emergency Management (GIDREM) specializes in disaster reduction and 
humanitarian  emergencies. It has its offices in Midrand, South Africa, but covers the African continent. It was established 
to assist practitioners and decision-makers with practical hands-on strategies and approaches to disasters and other 
environmental  challenges.

Please contact us should you wish to contribute to the next edition of our newsletter to be published early November or 
should you wish to engage with us in any way. We are constantly looking to enrich our pool of consultants: kindly send 
your CV to info@gravitazzcontinental.com if you would like to be placed in our roster.

Get in touch!

 Address: Section 35, Constantia Square Office Park, 526, 16th Road, Midrand, South Africa

 Phone number: +27 011-067-0321

 E-mail: info@gravitazzcontinental.com

 Website: www.gravitazzcontinental.com (English version) http://french.gravitazzcontinental.com (French 

Follow us on Social Media!

     Gravitazz Institute for Disaster Reduction

  @Gravitaz_GCI

   GIDREM Disaster Reduction

DIMA Connect (Whatsapp group): 

Please send us your whatsapp number to be added to the group.

 DIMA Connect: https://a-better- africa.com/show/dima-connect- johannesburg-gauteng
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